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A Few Notes Before We Start…

• Today’s webcast is scheduled for 60 minutes. 

• A PDF of this presentation will be shared afterwards via email

• Please type questions for the presenters into the Q&A box 
located at the bottom of your screen. 

• There is one (1) Professional Development Hour (PDH) 
available for this webcast. Please email 
webcasts@watereuse.org if you run into any issues

mailto:webcasts@watereuse.org
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Presentation Topics

•Water Reuse Action Plan and Launch of WRAP 2.0
•Recent activity and outputs since start of WRAP 2.0
•WRAP tools & resources to support water reuse
•Highlights of EPA’s future water reuse at data 

centers
•Call to action
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Background on the
Water Reuse Action Plan (WRAP)

Purpose
• Convenes reuse stakeholders to identify and reduce 

barriers across the sector.

• Provides financial and technical information that 
advances implementation of reuse.

• Helps address the need for centralized resources and 
increased coordination on water reuse topics.
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2020 2026
37 actions         96 actions
86 partners         216 partners 
101 comments  215+ resources

PROGRESS 
SINCE 

INCEPTION



The WRAP Track Record: Stakeholder-
Informed with Practical Results

• Current and future work 
was informed by a public 
docket and other public 
forums 

• WRAP has made progress 
on the majority of topics

• The initiative’s core 
principles remain 
unchanged, even new 
energy focused on high-
priority areas.



WRAP 2.0 Launch

In April 2026, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin 
launched the Water Reuse Action Plan 2.0 at EPA 
HQ
WRAP 2.0 harnesses the power of water reuse 
for:

• American industry
• The artificial intelligence (AI) future and
• American energy dominance

All while strengthening public health protections 
and safeguarding the nation's water resources.
Water reuse is a big win for MAHA, since it  
preserves local water supplies for drinking and 
transforms wastewater into a beneficial use.
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WRAP  2.0 Launch Event
April 16, 2026



Three Areas of Opportunity to Further 
Industrial Water Reuse

Objective Opportunity
1 – Get industry access to reliable sources of 
reclaimed water that is fit for their purpose

Better guidance on treatment performance/targets can 
help states approve permits faster

2 – Help industry identify opportunities to reuse 
water onsite and share success stories

Sharing successes will help smaller companies learn 
from those that are further ahead

3 – Help industry identify opportunities to 
produce reclaimed water for new uses off-site

Better science can inform treatment requirements that 
can beneficially use wastewater for other uses 10



WRAP 2.0 Overview

Key features
• Partnership-driven
• Rooted in cooperative federalism
• Enhanced focus on economic benefits for 

Americans and industry
• Builds on and continues existing WRAP:

• Not a replacement
• Actions are public, transparent, accountable

• 27 new actions

11

View the launch 
booklet



We have built out the 27 new WRAP 2.0 
actions with partners 

12epa.gov/waterreuse/water-reuse-action-plan-20-summer-update



Key Initiatives of WRAP 2.0

Unleashing 
American Energy 

Dominance
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Supporting Reuse for 
Domestic Industry

Water Reuse for the 
U.S. Technology 

Revolution

Collaboration 
and Cooperative 

Federalism



Key Initiative: Supporting Reuse for 
Domestic Industry

• Many great American industries need reliable water 
supplies to achieve their full potential, including:
• component fabrication (e.g., bottles and batteries)
• manufacturing finished products (e.g., food and beverage 

products, cars, and trucks) 
• agricultural production

• WRAP 2.0 supports the leadership of American 
industry and promotes the adoption of water reuse 
strategies in vital economic sectors
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Activity since April:
Industry Engagement
Actions 8.14 and 5.15
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WEF & WateReuse
Industry Roundtable

Industrial Water Solutions 
Conference Chicago, IL
• 20+ industry representatives 

joined EPA and partners to 
discuss reuse barriers and 
opportunities 

• Representation included the 
food & beverage, data centers, 
and automotive industries.

June 2026

Suppliers Partnership
2026 Innovation Summit

Novi, MI

• DENSO and Ford led an 
interactive workshop focused 
on automotive value chain.

• Stakeholders relayed barriers, 
opportunities, and reuse 
priorities for the auto sector.

July 2026

• Fall: sectoral roundtables as 
follow-on to June conference 
with NAM.

• 2027: case studies and 
educational resources.

Upcoming…



Activity since April:
NAWI 2.0 funding, RFPs, webinars
Action 4.10

• FUNDING: NAWI 2.0 rolling out their previously announced 
five-year $75 million in research funding

• Active Appeals for Industrial Reuse:
• RFP for $12M funding available for industrial pilots and onsite 

demonstrations in three categories.
• Concept papers due September 15
• Full proposals due November 24

• RFI on how regional water systems can support emerging and non-
traditional water treatment technologies
• Response due September 9

• Webinar series: NAWI 2.0 Industrial Water Reuse Webinar 
Series
• First in multi-part series held on August 26; sessions 2 (Projects) and 3 

(Finance) still TBA

Link to 
Announcement



Activity since April:
Chamber Industrial Reuse Working Group
Action 7.13

• July 2026: U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
publishes white paper on the PFAS 
landscape, relating to:
• Monitoring
• Treatment
• Disposal
• Destruction technologies
• Implications for industrial reuse

Link to
White Paper



Key Initiative: Water Reuse for the U.S. 
Technology Revolution

• The Trump Administration is committed to 
making America the AI capital of the world.

• Water reuse can help ensure that the microchip 
fabrication facilities and data centers needed to 
sustain this vision have reliable, affordable 
water supplies.

• As part of WRAP 2.0, partners have identified 
actions that advance the use of recycled water 
for this rapidly growing sector. 
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Activity since April:
WRF-Hosted Utility Forum
Actions 8.12
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• August 2026: The Utility Forum convened 
to discuss the planning, development, and 
operation of data centers within their 
service areas, with focus areas:
• Technology and Energy
• Demand Forecasting
• Supply Planning
• Water Quality and Treatment
• Finance and Rate Setting

• Identified key research gaps around data 
center development and operation 
pertaining to water sector

Link to
Event Page



Update since April:
WEF and Water-AI Nexus Center
Actions 2.21 and 9.4
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AI 101 for Water Professionals

• Self-paced 90-minute training course developed 
for frontline operators.

• Covers predictive leak detection and automated 
reporting.

• CEUs available.

Online Course 

Principles for AI and
the Future of Work in Water

• Report that describes a framework for utility 
labor, safety guardrails, and governance.

• Also addresses methods to capture 
institutional knowledge from retiring operators.

Insight Report

Link to
Report

Link to
Course



Activity since April:
Updated REUSExplorer to Showcase States 
with Industrial Cooling guidelines
Action 3.10

• In a new map, EPA has highlighted states that specifically allow for 
the use of recycled water for industrial cooling.

• Updated the REUSExplorer search functions and Summary pages 
to  better highlight industrial cooling.



Key Initiative: Unleashing American 
Energy Dominance

• Water reuse can play a key role in American 
energy by maximizing the benefits of treated 
wastewater for energy development and 
electricity generation.

• For American homes and businesses, this 
means better reliability and lower energy bills.

• Under WRAP 2.0, partners are focusing on new 
actions to support water reuse for electricity 
generation and the potential reuse of water 
from oil and gas production.
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Update since April:
EPRI Publishes Geospatial Tool
Action 5.11

• Electric Power Research 
Institute (EPRI) has published 
an interactive “alternative 
water siting tool”

• This tool helps users identify 
alternative water sources to 
enable water reuse within the 
power sector.

23

Link to
Tool



Update since April:
EPA Expanding Web Resources
Action 8.13

• EPA updated and expanded resource hub page, organized around 
main industrial reuse use-cases:
• General industry,
• Data center cooling
• Energy
• Food & beverage
• Mining
• Manufacturing

24

Link to
Webpage



Key Initiative: Collaboration and 
Cooperative Federalism

• This initiative harnesses the resources of 
the federal government to support the 
needs of states and Tribes.

• WRAP 2.0 actions range from enhancing 
communication about the safety of 
recycled water to ensuring states have the 
latest gold standard science to permit 
recycled water projects while safeguarding 
public health and the environment.
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Update since April:
USDA Fact Sheet on Reuse Funding
Action 6.7

• USDA published a brochure/fact sheet on 
how to fund water reuse and drought 
resilience projects.

• Summarizes financing opportunities 
through USDA.

• Simple guide focusing on financing for rural 
communities.

26

Link to
Fact Sheet



Update since April:
WEF Publications
Actions 4.11 and 2.20
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Capturing Value from 
Stormwater

• Explores how stormwater 
capture & beneficial use can 
support transition to a circular 
water economy + improve 
system reliability.

April 2026

Reuse Rulemaking 
Roadmap

• Primer for regulators, 
policymakers, and advocates 
seeking to advance water-
reuse rulemaking in Great 
Lakes and MSRB.

May 2026

Circular Water Economy 101

• Practical introduction to 
circular water approaches and 
the role of reuse.

June 2026

Link to
Book

Link to
Paper

Link to
Paper



Keeping Up with WRAP 2.0 Activities

The WRAP Online Platform provides detailed information on activities related to each action 
and the Water Reuse website will provide information on new products on a regular basis.

28

View the Platform



WRAP Tools and Resources that support 
water reuse

29



Fit for Purpose: Matching Reuse 
Applications with Treatment Needs
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Delivering Clarity to the Regulatory & 
Permitting Landscape

REUSExplorer

>186 State Reuse Regulations and Guidelines 
Summaries across 38 states.

Result
• Helps states, Tribes, and territories 

understand the approaches of other 
jurisdictions.

• Used by industry (e.g., Amazon Web 
Services) to understand which jurisdictions 
can efficiently permit reuse projects. 

31

Link to
Tool



REUSExplorer: Multi-Search Capabilities
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State Reuse Guidelines:
Agricultural and Potable Reuse
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EPA Risk-Based Framework can Support States, Tribes 
and Territories as they Develop Treatment Targets

• Scientific resource for states adopting reuse, representing a decade 
of peer-reviewed journal articles

• Describes risk assessment framework and current parameter 
assumptions: 
• Reference pathogens to consider
• Pathogen density characterizations (municipal and onsite)
• Exposure estimates for potable and non-potable uses
• Pathogen dose-response models
• Risk characterization approaches

• Includes scientifically robust log-reduction targets and information 
needed for new calculations

• Summarizes related policy decisions for consideration by states, 
Tribes, and territories

34

Link to
Document



Graywater Stormwater Roof runoffOnsite wastewaterMunicipal 
wastewater

Sources Characterized for Pathogens 

Unrestricted Landscape 
Irrigation

Indoor 
Non-potable Use

Potable 

Treatment 

Targets 

Calculated

Sources and
End-Uses Characterized
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Resource Hub with Relevant Publications
to Support States



Advancing Water Reuse to Support Data 
Center Cooling Nationwide
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Google Data Center
Douglas County, GA

~1 mgd reclaimed water
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Additional states may permit treated municipal wastewater for cooling purposes on a case-by-case basis. 
However, there was not enough information to include additional states on the map.

REUSExplorer: epa.gov/reusexplorer
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Permitting Implications at Data Centers



Get involved with the WRAP collaborative

• Invite you to join the WRAP 
collaborative:
• Propose an action to advance water 

reuse
• Engage with our reuse community
• Sign up to receive monthly updates

Together, we can multiply water’s benefits to 
maximize American prosperity.

waterreuse@epa.gov 

mailto:waterreuse@epa.gov


Thank You 
Sargon and Sydney!



Audience Q & A

Email for PDHs: Webcasts@watereuse.org
Email for staff support: Mmerk@watereuse.org
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