LETTERHEAD
[DATE]
The Honorable [NAME OF MEMBER/S OF CONGRESS]
[United States House of Representatives OR United States Senate]

Dear [REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR LAST NAME],
As you work to develop FY 2027 appropriations legislation, [ENTITY NAME] urges you to invest in water recycling and related federal programs to help communities protect water quality, build sustainable supplies, and support thriving local economies. By investing in federal water recycling programs now, Congress can give communities the tools and resources they need to grow jobs, protect local water resources, and manage drought, aquifer depletion, and land subsidence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk216471776]Water reuse, also known as water recycling, is the process of intentionally capturing wastewater, stormwater, or graywater and cleaning it as needed for a designated beneficial freshwater purpose, such as drinking, industrial processes, groundwater replenishment, and watershed restoration. The fundamental principle of water reuse is using the right water for the right purpose, everywhere and all the time.
Across the country, water, wastewater, and stormwater managers have shown that water reuse can be a central feature in innovative, integrated approaches to solving water management challenges. [INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT HOW WATER REYCLCING IS MAKING / CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY, STATE, AND/OR BUSINESS].
As you develop the Interior-Environment Appropriations bill for FY 2027, we urge you to:
· Include $10 million for the Pilot Program for Alternative Water Source Grants, Section 220 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1300);
· Include at least $2 billion each for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program and the Drinking Water SRF Program.
· Include level funding for the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Program. 
As you develop the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill for FY 2027, we urge you to:
· Include $41 million for the Title XVI Water Reclamation and Reuse Grants Program, including no less than $30 million for projects as authorized in section 4009(c) of the WIIN Act (Public Law 114-322).
The Pilot Program for Alternative Water Source Grants is a competitive grants program through which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides cost share to state, interstate, and intrastate water resource development agencies to engineer, design, construct, and test alternative water source systems, including water reuse systems. The program helps ensure that communities in all 50 states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico can access water recycling tools to solve local water challenges.
The Clean Water and Drinking Water SRF Programs are long-standing water infrastructure programs that have funded hundreds of water recycling projects over the years. EPA allocates capitalizations grants to states, which in turn provide low-interest loans to utilities and other eligible entities. Demand for SRF loans far outstrips available dollars, limiting communities’ ability to access financing for water recycling and other water infrastructure projects.
Since its inception, the WIFIA Program has provided more than $3 billion for two dozen water reuse projects across the country. It has been a key source of flexible financing for a wide diversity of projects. Because WIFIA funds are leveraged, the program only requires a small appropriation to support billions of dollars in loan capacity.
The Title XVI-WIIN Water Reuse Grant Program provides federal cost share for water recycling projects in 17 Western states. The programs have helped communities across the West build drought resilience, keep nutrients and other pollutants out of sensitive waterways, and grow sustainable economies. They are key economic and resiliency tools. Demand for Title XVI dollars continues to far outstrip available funding, and new Title XVI project feasibility studies are being completed each year. 
Thank you for considering our views. 
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME, TITLE, AND AFFILIATION]
