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WRCA Ag Reuse Standing Committee

• Co-Chairs: Shannon Cotulla 
(Town of Windsor) and 
Melanie Holmer (Jacobs)

• Members across the state
• Quarterly virtual meetings, 

some focused 
subcommittee meetings
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Mission of the Agricultural Reuse Committee

• Providing a forum for review and provide input on agricultural 
reuse related regulations and legislation

• Facilitating WRCA access to agricultural reuse case studies and 
technical information

• Conducting outreach to agricultural groups on reuse as a 
potential for water supply reliability

• Reviewing the Water Board annual volumetric survey to 
inform and understand agricultural reuse trends
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Hold California Ag Reuse Engagement Forums to understand barriers 
to ag reuse and identify solutions, a tool kit to assist utilities and ag 

customers in developing ag reuse solutions.

Renewed Focus for Ag Reuse Committee

 Capture current regional efforts for recycled water use by Ag
 What are the Ag community’s experience and concerns with 

recycle water
o What has worked and what has not worked

 What opportunities exist for expanding or developing recycled 
water use by Ag

 What obstacles exist: infrastructure, cost, regulatory, political, 
perception, etc.
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Review available 
research & 

documentation 
for 

opportunities 
and challenges

Survey 
landscape to 

understand the 
sector, drivers, 
impediments

Identify 
potential 

locations for 
listening tours, 
including major 

participants

Plan listening 
tours

Conduct 
listening tours

Synthesize 
outcomes in 
white paper, 

tool kit

Approach



Review available research 
and documentation
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• Reuse Survey Data (2009, 2015): Ag Reuse
• Conducted via phone calls and in-person meetings

• Volumetric Annual Report (VAR)
• Collected annually beginning in 2019, superseded the reuse survey 

approach
• Requires Title 22 Engineering Report and permitting for inclusion
• Database

Data Sources: Where is the Effluent?
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• Highest volume of ag reuse 
in Central Valley (5S and 5F).

• Highest volume of unused 
effluent in LA and SF Regions 
(2 and 4)

Key Takeaways from WRF 4962: Identifying the Amount of Wastewater That Is 
Available and Feasible to Recycle in California (Based on 2019 VAR data)
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• Overly conservative or confusing 
regulations

• Negative perceptions around public 
health risks

• Water Quality challenges
• Seasonality of demand
• Declines in Influent Wastewater Flows
• Economic and Financial Impediments
• Technological impediments
• Agronomic Water Quality Concerns
• Institutional Settings

Summarize impediments in CA for Ag Reuse from 
WRF 4775 and/or WRF 4956



Additional information 
gathering



Additional information gathering

• Survey the landscape
• Develop targeted survey questions to better 

understand the sector for users
• Focus on drivers vs. impediments

• Analyze the findings
• Develop short-list of participants to conduct 

listening sessions in representative areas from 
survey participants
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Next steps

• Do you have any thoughts on potential participants 
for the listening session, case studies, examples of 
where it has worked?

• Interested in the Ag Reuse Committee? Questions? 
Email melanie.holmer@jacobs.com



Questions?  

For further information: 

Melanie Holmer  
melanie.holmer@jacobs.com


