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Volumetric Annual Report 
(VAR) of Wastewater and 
Recycled Water
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Volumetric Annual Report
• The State Water Resource 

Control Board’s Recycled 
Water Policy requires 
wastewater treatment plants 
and recycled water producers 
to report monthly volumes of 
influent and effluent each 
year from the previous 
calendar year every April

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/recycled_water/volumetric_annual_reporting.html___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjM0OGI6ZTFlZTg0MWRkZDUwMzIxZTRjNWUyZmRkYzc4YmE0Zjg5YzI3NTVjMjNjODM3MzU0Mjg0MjllMjhlMmQxZDVkMDpwOlQ6Tg


Regulations for Direct 
Potable Reuse
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DPR Regulations went into effect on October 1, 2024
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DPR Member Tool Kit
• WRCA press release:  

California’s Direct Potable 
Reuse Regulations Flow into 
Action

• Two pager

• Quotes document:  
WateReuse California 
Members react

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/ca-dpr-take-effect/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjRhNDE6ODYzNzU3NTc0MGU3OGJkZTkyZmYwMjk4Njk0YTNiYzZjZTRjYzA0MTRlY2MzYzZkZjEyYzkxYjQ4NzFhMWVjNDpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/ca-dpr-take-effect/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjRhNDE6ODYzNzU3NTc0MGU3OGJkZTkyZmYwMjk4Njk0YTNiYzZjZTRjYzA0MTRlY2MzYzZkZjEyYzkxYjQ4NzFhMWVjNDpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/ca-dpr-take-effect/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjRhNDE6ODYzNzU3NTc0MGU3OGJkZTkyZmYwMjk4Njk0YTNiYzZjZTRjYzA0MTRlY2MzYzZkZjEyYzkxYjQ4NzFhMWVjNDpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-WRCA-DPR-Overview-v4.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjdlMWM6YjRkM2I4YzEzMGNjZGZjYzBmNzhmNGMxNTBkMWJhNTExZjA1MDcxNDg1OTdhYmE1OTQwZWQ5YzMwM2Y5MmQ3NTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-link-Quotes_October-1-2024-Re-DPR.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OmM3MDE6ZDE5NDczYjE3OTJiOTk2NzBlMGUxNjNhMzE2ZDEzMTdhNTZiNTNlM2UzMzkyZDdhNjYzOTE5ZmRmY2JhMTY1NTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://watereuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-link-Quotes_October-1-2024-Re-DPR.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OmM3MDE6ZDE5NDczYjE3OTJiOTk2NzBlMGUxNjNhMzE2ZDEzMTdhNTZiNTNlM2UzMzkyZDdhNjYzOTE5ZmRmY2JhMTY1NTpwOlQ6Tg


Rulemaking to Make 
Conservation a California 
Way of Life
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State Water Resources Control Board Slide:
Timeline
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Regulations approved by OAL on October 22, 2024

• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) received 
approval from the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for 
the Making Conservation a California Way of Life 
regulation

• Regulation effective date: 1/1/2025
• Final text of the Regulation to Make Conservation a 

California Way of Life
• Urban Retail Water Suppliers are required to submit their 

Urban Water Use Objective Reporting Form [and 
guidance documents] to the SWRCB by January 1, 2025

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://waterboards.ca.gov/conservation/regs/docs/2024/final-text-conservation-way-of-life.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjQ0ZjA6ODlkMDBjMmQ1YjEyMDA1YjJhYjk2NmZmMmI2NTA5MGE1YTVmNTY4OTQ5MDNiN2JiYzAyYjc1NzA1YzhmNzk0MTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://waterboards.ca.gov/conservation/regs/docs/2024/final-text-conservation-way-of-life.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjQ0ZjA6ODlkMDBjMmQ1YjEyMDA1YjJhYjk2NmZmMmI2NTA5MGE1YTVmNTY4OTQ5MDNiN2JiYzAyYjc1NzA1YzhmNzk0MTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/manage_resources.asp?reportType=urban___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjI5YzY6ZGM4MDUwZGZlZDRlOTlmOWRiZWEzZGRiZjZkZjAxYTljMzk0MGQ5YmY0YzYxNjk1OWM0ZWNjZjU1MjAzYjM5MzpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/manage_resources.asp?reportType=urban___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjI5YzY6ZGM4MDUwZGZlZDRlOTlmOWRiZWEzZGRiZjZkZjAxYTljMzk0MGQ5YmY0YzYxNjk1OWM0ZWNjZjU1MjAzYjM5MzpwOlQ6Tg
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WRCA Laser Focused on Reuse Issues

• Recycled Water Landscape Irrigation: Maintain 1.0 ET 
• Develop a High TDS Variance for Landscape Irrigation

• Ensure potable reuse bonus incentive for all types of 
Potable Reuse

• For impacts from lowered indoor water use -- include 
process for addressing negative impacts to wastewater 
collection, treatment and reuse systems



Recycled Water Permit Fees
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Recycled Water Permit Fees:  Background

• As a result of:

• State Fiscal Year 2023-24 budget change proposal “BCP” and 

• Public resources budget trailer bill (SB 122, statutes of 2023) 

• The State Water Resources Control Board now has 
authority to assess fees for recycled water permits

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://bcp.dof.ca.gov/2324/FY2324_ORG3940_BCP6310.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjljNmM6MDg4MjBiNTVkMjlkYWExNmJkNzQ5MTkxNmY5MmUyNzBhODQyYmU5ZjQwODMxOTllOThkODUyZjJlOGZiY2UxNTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB122___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzo1MjI0YWMzY2Q4ZjcxMGU4N2E3Y2YyMGFhNzUxZDhhNjo2OmJjNjI6MTMwZDQ4ZTI2NTk1N2RjM2VmOWQ5YTA0NTJkNGQxNmIyN2M2YWY0NzEwNDlkYjZhMDFjZDI0MThjZDIxZjY0NzpwOlQ6Tg
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Recycled Water Permit Fees: 
Purpose and Initial Implementation
• Per BCP, fees intended to cover 15 Regional Board staff for permitting 

recycled water projects
• Page 1:  “allowing the Water Boards to effectively carry out recycled water 

permitting responsibilities”

• 13 of 15 Regional Board positions, as well as 2 positions for desalination 
and 4 positions for Water Supply Strategy, already funded in Fiscal Year 
2023-24 
• 2.7% increase in all existing Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) and National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit fees 
• These fee increases were already invoiced to projects last year 
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Path to path forward
State Board Fee Unit’s

Guiding Principles
WateReuse California 

Guiding Principles
• Remain Revenue Neutral
• Be implementable statewide
• Minimize yearly swings
• Spread the fees broadly
• Based on relative size -

actual flow from 
Volumetric Annual Report 
(VAR)

• No “fee for service”

• Not be one-size-fits-all
• Increase proposals be 

transparent and capped
• Avoid duplicative charges
• Fee should be fair
• State Board provide 

meaningful stakeholder 
engagement
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Approved Option [formerly known as “Option F”]:  
Fee by Type of Recycled Water Produced and 
Distribution/Use

• Continuing to fund the new Personnel Years (PYs) via the existing WDR Fees and 
NPDES Fees, with an additional surcharge added on recycled water projects

• Fee would distinguish between potable and non-potable recycled water produced

• Would be assessed as a surcharge for: 
• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Wastewater (WW) permits and 
• Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) that contain recycling requirements  

• For projects that produce both potable and non-potable water under a single permit, 
the higher potable surcharge would be assessed

• Fee will likely increase annually by 4-6% to keep up with inflationary increases

• Small fee also assessed on Water Recycling Requirements (WRRs) for recycled water 
distribution/use only
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State Board slide on “Option F”:  Fee by Type of 
Recycled Water Produced and Distribution/Use
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Recycled Water Permit Fees – Timeline

18 Apr.

First Stakeholder 
Meeting

2 May

Comments due 
to Fee Branch
WRCA Submitted 
Comment Letter

22 May

Second RWP 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

10 June

WRCA 
Stakeholder 
Meeting with Fee 
Branch and DWQ

13 June

Second Water 
Quality Fees 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

1 Aug.

Third and Final 
Water Quality 
Fees Stakeholder 
Meeting

18 Sep.

State Board 
Meeting to adopt 
FY2024-25 Fee 
Schedule 
Proposal

Fall 2024

Fees invoiced



18

State Water Resources Control Board Meeting to 
adopt FY2024-25 Fee Schedule Proposal

• Wednesday, September 18, 2024
• Agenda
• See Item 7 for all related documents:



Proposition 4:  
Climate Resiliency Bond
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Proposition 4

• WRCA Position:  Support
• August 9:  WRCA Legislative-Regulatory Committee makes 

recommendation to support 
• September 15:  This recommendation went to our full WRCA 

Board of Trustees, and they approved the position to support

• November Ballot
• Authorizes $10 billion in general obligation bonds for water, 

wildfire prevention, and protection of communities and lands. 
Requires annual audits.  

• Official Voter Information Guide

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/propositions/4/index.htm___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OmM3YjQ6MGRmOTM0OWFlNWJhNjk4MjQ3NzA1NGNlZGJmYjI4ZGM3OGYwMzQxZWMwYzdlNGFkMjNlOWMyYTRkM2E2YmI3NDpwOlQ6Tg


Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund
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Clean Water State Revolving Fund

• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Division of 
Financial Assistance (DFA) recently released proposed 
revisions to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund Policy, 
or “Policy Amendments.” 

• CWSRF Policy Notice
• CWSRF Webpage

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2024/nov/notice_cwsrfpolicyfull_102224.pdf___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjBlNzY6NGEzZGE3Y2ZmYWMxNDFiZDY2YWU4MzhjZmYxZWRiMjhmYmVjODE3NzhlYzc4ZjZiYmJiNzMwYzdjZWNmZTQ2OTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzphODc3NjVjNzc1ZGZhYzk3OTcwMjQxYjk5YmViNmE2YTo2OjUxZDY6ZmJlMjY3MDJjNTNhYzgyNWViZWU1YzUzN2NmNTUyYTg0YTQxNWE2YTJlODA2Y2I0YjcyMjMzODExYzhmYzAwMDpwOlQ6Tg
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Summary of the proposed changes

• Change One: Primary Score
• Change Two: Replace Secondary Score with Affordability 

Score
• Change Three: Readiness Score
• Other significant proposed changes:

• Deputy Director Authority to remove a project when applicant 
fails to meet deadlines established in Intended Use Plan.

• Eligible Projects:
• Cost of purchasing a wastewater system
• Septic decommissioning and private laterals
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Clean Water State Revolving Fund

• November 22, 2024 WRCA joint 
comment letter with CASA

• If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Brenley and Beth

mailto:bmckenna@watereuse.org
mailto:bolhasso@westcoastadvisors.com


Questions?  

For further information: 

Rosario Cortés  rcortes@watereuse.org
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