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Questions

• How can utilities successfully engage the medical community in
discussions about water reuse? Who should they contact first?

• How much do health professionals know about water and the need
for reuse? What concerns do health professionals have about
recycled water?

• What information will encourage local physicians to endorse a local
water reuse project, and relay their support to their patients?

• What type of relationship can be built between water and health
professionals?
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Valley Water “Purified Water Project” and 
Santa Clara County Medical Association (SCCMA)

•1997: SCCMA endorses SBWR

•2011-2012: SCCMA writes CMA resolution
supporting potable, nonpotable reuse

•2013: Drs. Russell and Lepler named
“Advocates of the Year” by WRAC

•2021: Valley Water contacts SCCMA to
discuss groundwater recharge project

•2022: Special Issue of SCCMA Bulletin on
“Water and Health”
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“[In preparing] this Special Issue
of the Bulletin focusing on water and 
health…we honor the ethical practice of 
informed consent. By deepening our 
understanding of the threats to our 
current water supply and the appropriate 
application of advanced water treatment, 
we can help our patients – and the public 
– make informed decisions about the use
of recycled water in our community.”
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As explained in the previous articles our water 
utilities can now employ sophisticated 
technology to purify wastewater so it can be 
safely added to existing drinking water 
supplies…Advanced water treatment is a 
wonderful process; however, it is expensive, 
uses large amounts of energy, and produces 
residual waste. 

Preventing pollution, on the other hand, if taken 
seriously could reduce costs, decrease waste and 
improve human and environmental health… 
Investing in water purification infrastructure 
while at the same time practicing pollution 
prevention is a sensible recipe for health.
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Ongoing Valley Water outreach efforts to 
Santa Clara County health community

• Endorsements from SCCMA and other local health
organizations

• Video interview with SCCMA Environmental Health
Committee Chair Dr. Stephen Jackson

• “Doctors’ Day” at the Silicon Valley Advanced Water
Purification Center

• Reference resources for physicians and other health
professionals
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waterreuse@epa.gov 

NATIONAL WATER REUSE 
ACTION PLAN

Improving the Security, Sustainability, and 
Resilience of Our Nation’s Water Resources

Ashley Harper
EPA Water Reuse Program 
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• Now in its third year, the WRAP advances reuse
through a series of Actions by:
• Enabling multistakeholder collaborations

• Creating necessary tools and resources

• Funding critical research and technology
development

• Coordinating federal government activities

• Communicating curated information early and often

• Actions summarized on online platform:
(epa.gov/waterreuse/wraponline)

National Water Reuse Action Plan (WRAP)
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Action 8.6: Develop 
Water Reuse 
Communication 
Tools EPA’s Role 

• Mission of EPA’s Water
Reuse Program

• Safe Drinking Water Act

• Funds and conducts
primary research
related to water quality
and water reuse

12
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Thank you!

Ashley Harper

Harper.Ashley@epa.gov

Sign up for our Monthly Updates: 
https://www.epa.gov/waterreuse/forms/sign-water-reuse-email-updates 
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National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases

Promoting Awareness and Understanding of Water 
Reuse 

CDR Jasen Kunz, MPH

Waterborne Disease Prevention Branch

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

WateReuse 2023 Symposium 

March 5-8, 2023



2023 WATEREUSE SYMPOSIUM

Why Is CDC Interested in Water Reuse

▪ CDC seeks to ensure access to safe water for
all communities

▪ Increased water access through water reuse
improves climate resiliency, health equity,
and contributes to the quality of our health

▪ Understanding potential health
risks associated with potable and non-potable
water reuse with an emphasis on biofilm
pathogens

Drinking Water | Drinking Water | Healthy Water | 
CDC https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/index.html
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What is CDC Role in Water Reuse

▪ Increase public knowledge about where drinking water comes from, how
it is treated, and their role in water quality at the household level

▪ Improve public understanding of safety and resiliency benefits of water
reuse through communication materials.

▪ Increase the water reuse knowledge base of medical and public health
professionals and empower them to credibly communicate water quality
and health information to their patients and communities.

▪ Continue to engage with the federal water reuse community through the
EPA water reuse action plan.
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What Is CDC Working on

▪ Plain language communication
materials in partnership with the
EPA on water reuse that includes a
CDC website and factsheets

– Part of WRAP ACTION 8.6
“Develop Public Health and
Resiliency-Focused
Communication Tools for Water
Reuse”
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Preventing Waterborne Germs at Home
▪ Steps to protect yourself and others from waterborne

germs at home

• Flushing your faucets and showerheads if they
have not been used recently

• Cleaning, disinfecting, and maintaining all devices
that use water

• Portable humidifiers, neti pots,
showerheads, water heaters, filters, etc.

• Communicating with your water utility

• Keeping private water sources safe

▪ www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/preventing-wate
rborne-germs-at-home.html
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you!

www.cdc.gov/healthywater
www.cdc.gov/healthywater/emergency 




