
1

Water Supply Conditions and SWP 
Allocation Overview

WateReuse Association
Northern CA Chapter
February 17, 2023

Molly White, P.E.
SWP Water Operations Manager



2

Overview

• California Drought Monitor
• WY 2023 Hydrology and Water Supply 

Conditions
• State Water Project Allocation Considerations
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February 8, 2022
~a year ago

September 27, 2022
Beginning of WY 2023

February 16, 2023
Current

September 28, 2021
Beginning of WY 2022
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Northern CA
Uncertain/Variable Hydrology

o CA - most varied precipitation across Continental US
o WY 2023, following the driest 3-year period on record
o Annual/Inter-annual variability/uncertainty 
o Extreme dry/wet periods
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Subset of 
Major CA 

Water Supply 
Reservoirs

Statewide 
average:  93%
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SWP Water Supply Allocation
• 29 State Water Contractors have long term water supply contracts

– ~27 million Californians
– 750,000 acres of agriculture

• Annual maximum Table A amount: ~4.17 million acre‐feet 
• Annual calendar year allocation:

– Expressed as a percentage of ~4.17 million acre-feet

• Initial allocation – December 1
– Initial 2023 allocation:  5% + unmet human health and safety
– January 2023:  Increased to 30% 

• Updated monthly
• Final allocation determination – May/June
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SWP Water Supply Considerations
• Dry water supply runoff forecasts
• Senior water right obligations
• Instream flow requirements
• Delta water quality and flow 

requirements
• State and Federal ESA 

requirements
• SWP storage conditions and 

demands
• SWP/CVP Coordinated Operations 
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Historical 
SWP 

Allocations
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THANK YOU --- QUESTIONS??

Resources:
CA Dept of Water Resources: https://water.ca.gov/
CA Water Watch: www.cww.water.ca.gov
CA Data Exchange Center:  https://cdec.water.ca.gov/
CA Drought:  https://drought.ca.gov/
Conservation:  https://saveourwater.com/

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://water.ca.gov/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzpiOTZjNTUwOWRiMDY0Yjk1NjE1Nzg3Y2YzYzJkOWY5MDo2Ojk4MjM6YTQ3NDdjODk3MDY4ZmJiYjVmN2QzMGVhM2JkNTVhNjI0MTYzYzNhMDIxNzk3OWQ5MjIzNmI4ZGMyM2U5M2NkYjpwOlQ
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.cww.water.ca.gov/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzpiOTZjNTUwOWRiMDY0Yjk1NjE1Nzg3Y2YzYzJkOWY5MDo2OmEwYmI6NzVmY2VjMjNkMWU5NGJlZGI1MWM4Y2NhYTEzYmIzYTQ1M2Y5MDNjMTMzZWQ5N2Q2ZDNmMWMzZDUwYTUzZDhlYTpwOlQ
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://cdec.water.ca.gov/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzpiOTZjNTUwOWRiMDY0Yjk1NjE1Nzg3Y2YzYzJkOWY5MDo2OjE5MTI6NGFlOTU4MGI2ZWZiMzM0NmQ4MDZiOWFkMGNiZWZiMGNlMWQxZmQ3NGE0OGIwMGU1NDBkODI1YzA1ZmY0OTg0OTpwOlQ
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://drought.ca.gov/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzpiOTZjNTUwOWRiMDY0Yjk1NjE1Nzg3Y2YzYzJkOWY5MDo2OmE2NWY6NDY4Yzc1MGM0ZDgyMmZkYTNmZDlmNzU1NGE4M2YyOWQzMWY4M2E0MjljMDYyNDdhMTBjMDY4MWJkNTMzOWM0NjpwOlQ
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://saveourwater.com/___.YXAzOndhdGVyZXVzZWFzc29jaWF0aW9uOmE6bzpiOTZjNTUwOWRiMDY0Yjk1NjE1Nzg3Y2YzYzJkOWY5MDo2OmZmMWI6NDUyYWQwNTRiY2Y1MzFhNjg2MGRiNzgzM2Q5ODA1MmQ1YzczNTU4YzA4N2NhYzgxMzY0YjgyOWFmODY5NDJjNjpwOlQ
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