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Conceptual* Timeline of Water Recycling in 
California in Modern Times**

1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s
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Santa Clara Valley/ 
San Felipe (’78)

Bay Area Water 
Reuse Study (’79-’81)

San Jose Flow 
Cap Early 
Study (’91)

Central CA (’95)

BARWRP 
(’95)

South Bay 
Water Recycling

Local Bay Area 
Projects (Marin, 
DSRSD, Livermore, 
Palo Alto, Redwood 
City, Central San, etc.)

Santa Clara / Silicon Valley 
Advanced Purification

IPR Studies

NPR Projects  

Montebello 
Forebay (’74)

Santa Rosa Local 
Effluent Disposal (’78)

WateReuse 
Association born (’89)

Monterey / Castroville 
Seawater Intrusion (’90)

Santa Rosa 
to Geysers

Pajaro Valley / 
Watsonville Ag

North Bay Water Reuse 
(Novato, Napa, Petaluma, 
SCWA)

Sac Regional 
Harvest Water 
Funded @ $280M

Monterey 
One Water IPR

* From memory    ** Since as far back as Michele, Dave and Eric can remember



SFBA Regional Study (Salinity Control, Multi-purpose in Delta, 
and Ag in SJ Valley) – 1979 - 1981



Central California (with Discharge of Valley Drainage)  - 1995



Central California (no Drainage) - 1996



BARWRP - 1999
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