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Thank you for your interest in 

Washington State’s new reclaimed water rule!



• Wastewater with a domestic 
component 

• Adequately and reliably treated

• Put to beneficial use 

1992 WA Legislature enacted RCW 90.46 Reclaimed Water



WAC 173-219
Reclaimed Water

Adopted: 
January 23, 2018

Effective date: 
February 23, 2018

WE DID IT!



Reclaimed Water

• Wastewater with a domestic 
component 

• Adequately and reliably treated

• Put to beneficial use 



RECLAIMED WATER IS NOT A 

WASTEWATER





3 Classes of 
Reclaimed 

Water:

A+ 
Included pathway 
for A+ and Direct 

Potable Reuse

A

B

Focused rule on 
Class A and B

No Class C 
or Class D 
reclaimed 

water

C

D

State waste 
discharge permit 

rules



Class A + 
Reclaimed Water

Meets the treatment 
requirements for Class A 

reclaimed water

Additional criteria 
determined necessary on a 

case-by-case basis by 
Department of Health for 

direct potable reuse. 

Waiver from State Board of 
Health



Class A 
Reclaimed 

Water

At all times an 
oxidized, 

coagulated, 
filtered, and 
disinfected.



Class B 
Reclaimed 

Water

At all times 
an oxidized 

and 
disinfected.



Beneficial 
Uses/

Purposes

Commercial, 
industrial, and 
institutional.

Irrigation or 
Land 

Application.

Groundwater 
recharge.

Surface water 
augmentation.

Wetland 
Augmentation.

Constructed 
wetlands.



RECLAIMED WATER PERMITS



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant

Reclaimed Water Permits

29

LOTT’s Budd Inlet Water Reclamation Facility 



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant



RECLAIMED WATER RULEMAKING



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant

Ecology, in coordination with Department of 
Health, must adopt a rule to: 

Encourage the use of Reclaimed Water 

Preserve Potable Water 

Contribute to Instream Flows and Wetlands 

Reduce Discharges to Puget Sound 

Respond to Growth and Climate Change 



Planning Phase

•Re Organize rule 
language

•Internal review

•Coordinate with 
Health

Drafting/ 
Proposal Phase 

•Advisory Committee

•Informal Comments

Public Comment 
Phase 

•Public Hearings 

Final Rule 
Adoption

•Concise Explanatory 
Statement (response 
to comments) 

Rule 
Effective

Rulemaking process
We are here!



A long look back in 
time…

2006

•Rulemaking 
began in 
2006

2010

•Rulemaking 
suspending 
by executive 
order in 
2010

2014

•Restarted 
Rulemaking

2014

•Reconvened 
Rule 
Advisory 
Committee

2015

•Public 
comment 
period on 
draft rule 
language

Fall 2015

•Withdrew 
draft to 
reconsider 
draft rule 
language

Summer 
2016

•Hired a new 
rule writer 
(me)

Winter 2017

•Reconvened 
Rule 
Advisory 
Committee 
(RAC)

Spring 2017

•Informal 
Public 
Comment 
Period

August -
October 2017

•Formal 
Public 
Comment 
Period

January 23, 
2018

•Rule 
Adopted

February 23, 
2018

•Rule 
Effective



Water Rights/Impairment

Application of 
groundwater quality 
standards, including 

antidegradation

Impact of reclaimed water 
use on potable suppliers 

revenues

Cross-Connection Control

Operator Certifications



STOP

Treating Reclaimed Water like a Wastewater

STOP



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant

Reclaimed 
Water 

Permits

Operator 
Certification 

rules State Waste 
Discharge 
Permitting 
Program

RCW 90.46 –
Reclaimed 

Water

Discharge 
standards and 

effluent 
limitations for 

domestic 
wastewater 

facilities.
Submission of 

plans and 
reports for 

construction of 
wastewater 

facilities.

National 
Pollutant 
Discharge 

Elimination 
System permit 

program

RCW 90.48–
Water Pollution 

Control

1997 Water 
Reclamation 
and Reuse 
Standards

Orange Book



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant

Minimum 
requirements 

for all 
beneficial 

uses

Ground 
Water 
Quality 

Standards

Surface 
Water 
Quality 

Standards

Water 
Resources, 
including 

RCW 
90.46.130.

Aquifer 
Storage and 

Recovery rule

Health rules



LOTT Budd Inlet Treatment Plant

Reclaimed 
Water 

Permits

State Waste Discharge 
Permitting Program National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination 
System permit program

Discharge standards 
and effluent limitations 

for domestic 
wastewater facilities.

Submission of plans and 
reports for construction 
of wastewater facilities.

RCW 90.48– Water 
Pollution Control

RCW 90.46 – Reclaimed 
Water

1997 Water 
Reclamation and Reuse 

StandardsOrange Book

Minimum requirements 
for all beneficial uses

Water Resources, 
including RCW 

90.46.130

Health rules, including 
Cross Connection 

Control and distribution

Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery rule

Ground Water Quality 
Standards

Surface Water Quality 
Standards



Reclaimed 
Water 

Permits

RCW 90.46 
–

Reclaimed 
Water

Purple 
Book

WAC 173-219 
Reclaimed 

Water

Orange 
Book



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES



Provide a clear 
regulatory and 

permitting 
framework

Roles and 
responsibilities.

Planning, permitting, 
compliance, and 

reporting 
requirements.

Scientifically and legally 
sound standards that 
protect human health 
and the environment.

Goal and Objectives



WHAT DOES THIS RECLAIMED 

WATER RULE DO?



Roles and Responsibilities

Applicability
Direct 

enforceability
Lead agency 
designation

Agency 
requirements and 

responsibilities

Public 
Notice/Comment 
Period/Hearings

Appeals

Regulatory action 
for 

noncompliance

Relationship with 
other Ecology or 
Health permits

Public access to 
information



Planning, permitting, and compliance

Permit 
required

Preplanning 
meeting and 

project 
application

Feasibility 
analysis

Water rights 
protection

Timing and 
signature 

requirements

Plan review 
and review 
standards

Engineering 
report

Plans and 
specification

Construction 
and 

declaration of 
construction

Operations and 
maintenance

Certified 
operators

Cross-
connection and 

control

Monitoring, 
recording, and 

reporting

Permit terms 
and conditions

Fact sheet
Use 

agreements



Scientifically and legally sound standards

Source control and 
pretreatment 
requirements

Class A and B 
minimum 

technology-based 
treatment methods

Performance 
standards

Disinfection process 
standards

Treatment reliability 
standards

Storage and 
distribution system 

requirements. 

General use-based 
requirements

Specific use-based 
requirements



Next Steps



Orange Book 
(Criteria for Sewage 

Design)

• Primary Treatment

• Secondary Treatment

• Tertiary Treatment

• Disinfection 

Purple Book
(Reclaimed Water Facilities 

Manual)

• Permitting

• Distribution

• Cross Connection Control

• Operator Certification

• Storage

• Use

• Water Rights

Update to Reclaimed Water Guidance





QUESTIONS



THANK YOU!

Jocelyn W. Jones 360-407-6321 jocelyn.jones@ecy.wa.gov


