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 47 employees

 Serve the areas of Aptos, 
La Selva Beach, Opal Cliffs, Rio Del Mar, 
Seascape, Soquel, and portions of Capitola

 3,100 acre-feet per year (2015)

 100% groundwater conveyed through 130 miles of pipeline

 Santa Cruz Mid County Groundwater Basin 



Our Service Area

 Population: 40,400

 Employment: 18,000

 22 parks, 18 schools

 80% residential, 20% commercial, 
industrial, schools, irrigation and other.  
We serve no agriculture.

 100% groundwater

 Average water use per person is 
currently 50 gallons per day



Our Challenge: Seawater Intrusion 
and Overdrafted Groundwater Basin



Meets our Community’s values for a new supply source:

• Water Quality

• Reliable

• Timeliness

Working with:



2015 Phone Survey Results: Before and After 
Learning about the Purification Process



Fishbowl?

78/22/2017



We are a Local Agency, Not a 
Wholesaler



8/22/2017

Front Yard Signs



8/22/2017

…and more signs



Flyers and Petitions



Large Crowds 
& Protests





8/22/2017

Being in the Fishbowl….
Here’s What We’re Doing…



Explaining that the Solution is 
Larger than Just a Reuse Project



Listening and Meeting with 
LOTS and LOTs of People in the Community

Over 60 one-on-ones

30 supporters of the Community Water Plan and evaluation of Pure Water Soquel



Boothing at Community Events 
and Giving Lots of Presentations



Recurring Column in Local Paper, 
Active on NextDoor and Social Media



Listening and Meeting  with 
Staff Regularly



Bringing Elected and Key Officials 
to Attend Tours and Conferences



Convened Independent Technical 
Advisory Panel

S o q u e l  C r e e k  Wa t e r  D i s t r i c t



Created our Own Signage
with Banners in the Village

8/22/2017



Created a Mobile 
Education Trailer







Melanie Mow Schumacher, PE

Special Projects-Communications Manager

melanies@soquelcreekwater.org

831-475-8501 x153

mailto:melanies@soquelcreekwater.org

