


WRCA FOCUS 2015

e |ncrease presence in Sacramento with
SWRCB, Administration and Legislature

e Enhance and increase member
communications and materials

* Implement statewide outreach for
potable reuse



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Three of my overarching priorities for WRCA in 2015. 

Jennifer is a full time person and now with a new office for WRCA in Sacramento located at 1121 L Street, Suite 606.  This is making it easier to have regular communications and dialogue with legislators, GO and SWRCB staff, and people who have a major decision making authorities over RW in CA.

Developed an end of session reg-leg newsletter (posted on the WRCA website) and working on developing quarterly legislative newsletter. Social media etc.

Implement potable outreach, which will we discuss more later.



WITHOUT RAIN DROUGHT WILL DOMINATE
2015 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA



Presenter
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We are in an unprecedented drought.  The Legislature and this administration is focused on RW as a solution.

Many legislators are interested in carrying bills on RW.  Good thing but a challenge to ensure the bills are positive. 


PROPOSITION 1 RECYCLED WATER

e Chapter 9 funding: $725 million -
= Chap.9-$%$131.7 M RW, $5.5 M Desal in 2015-16

= WRCA Working With SWRCB on Revised RW Needs List -- $5.1
Billion

=  SWRCB to update Proposition 13 Grant and Loan Program
Guidelines for Proposition 1 Chapter 9 Implementation

= Revised Guidelines out in Spring for Comment, Finalize in June

= July Grant Solicitation
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Right now it is all about the budget and Proposition 1 implementation.

Total Governor Budget appropriation in 2015-16 for Proposition 1 is $532 Million.  

We expect desal to receive $100 million of the $725 million ($625 M for recycling) but that will be determined by the Legislature most likely through the budget process. 

Governor’s proposed budget for this year (2015-16) included:

$131.7 for Chapter 9 RW

$5.5 for Chapter 9 desal

Will need to go through the budget committee next.





PRIORITY WRCA CHANGES TO SWRCB
PROP. 13 GRANT PROGRAM

“|ncrease grant % from 50/50 split between
loans and grants

= Increase $5 million grant cap

*Increase $75,000 cap for planning



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the SWRCB is moving forward with administrative changes to their grant program, the funding will need to be allocated via the budget.  These changes can also be made in a budget trailer bill or through a stand alone bill.  The Legislature is weighing in. 

Oversight hearings have already begun. WRCA (Jennifer) testified to needing these changes in a FEBRUARY 10 in Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife committee.  And the Senate also held an oversight hearing.

Big take away – RW got a lot more $ in the Governor’s budget than other areas. Example, groundwater contamination only received $600,000 in first year.  This is also being implemented by the SWRCB.  There will be unhappy constituencies asking the SWRCB to include additional funding for their programs in the May Revise. 
 

WRCA will provide written comments to SWRCB on needed guideline changes.  We will discuss the specific asks in the next meeting, Feb. 27 in Sacramento. 

SWRCB’s water recycling funding program guidelines proposed schedule:  draft guidelines by Feb 2015 (likely by end of February), public workshops in April to discuss draft guidelines, final guidelines by June.


POTENTIAL RECYCLING LEGISLATION
* IRWD Proposal on RW Storage/Impoundments

e Proposition 218 Reform: Initiative 2016 ballot?
» Stormwater, other types of water
* Low income subsidy

e “Onsite” recycled water?

e Ocean discharge reduction?
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Still early in the process – we will see most of the bills introduced in late Feb and still most wont be fleshed out until late March.  These are some of the major issues be believe are coming

WRCA is explore both an administrative and legislative solution to this long standing problem about RW storage. IRWD, EID and SCWA (Sonoma County Water Agency) have all been told they need to keep their RW impoundments low enough to account for possible overflow in a storm.  RW is considered a waste and an overflow is a discharge of waste.  Same for their decorative lakes. WRCA is facilitating a SWRCB meeting to see if there is a way to resolve the problem through an administrative fix. 

Heal the Bay is sponsoring a bill to revise Prop 218.  The bill will add Stormwater as a general exemption to the prop 218 voter approval process. At this point I don’t believe the language contains RW.  Heal the Bay’s focus is to secure sustainable funding sources for water quality improvement projects, such as reforming Prop. 218 to make it easier for cities to capture and treat urban runoff and stormwater.

“Onsite recycled water” involving treated on-site greywater that is then allowed to be put into purple pipes.  WateReuse has been approached by the CA Decentralized Water Policy Council to scope out a possible proposal.  They would like to facilitate homeowner-managed onsite water reuse systems. 

Continued rumors about a bill to prohibit wastewater discharge into the ocean by some future date. 


BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR DDW

e SWRCB proposing budget change to increase funding
for DDW (Division of Drinking Water)

* Intended to cover cost of existing DDW staff. Current
law includes 5% fee cap. Draft proposal would
remove this.

* Not clear how this will impact regulatory staff of DDW

e DDW and SWRCB say it is still in the formation stages
and they are open to input
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DDW indicates that they are inadequately staffed for the drinking water program.

In the past, CDPH invoice for their services and there is a 5% cap on raising rates which they would like to remove.

It is unclear if DDW’s budget proposal will just cover the existing program or also impact regulatory staff needed to update Title 22 and Title 17.

DDW will draft a summary of their budget proposal.


SWRCB RW REGULATIONS: NON POTABLE

e Evaluating the SWRCB RW General Permit:
Implementation -- How Can It be Improved?

e WRCA Proposed Tit

e 22 and 17 Changes

e Round 2: Emergency Drought Regulations



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worked on a document with California Environmental Dialogue this fall.  One of the positive outcomes of this was for the SWRCB to change the General permit from Waste Discharge Requirements to Water Reclamation Requirements.  We will discuss other issues with the General Permit at the upcoming WRCA conference in March.

Jennifer and the chairs of WRCA Title 17 and 22 workgroup have a meeting scheduled with Cindy Forbes (Deputy Director of DDW) to discuss needed changes in Title 22. This is an initial meeting to determine what level of staff will be needed to make these changes.  Staff has said there may be a separate Title 17 meeting with DDW that will include other parties requesting changes to Title 17.

Title 22 contains water recycling criteria.  Title 17 contains backflow prevention/cross connection control, dual-plumbing requirements, etc.

There are many regulatory changes proposed.  A few of the Title 22/17 changes proposed include:
Allow single check valve as adequate backflow prevention on fire flow system if recycled water is not piped to the building interior.
Conditions for using a changeover device or swivel ell.
Allow annual visual inspections of a dual-plumbed system unless a cross connection is suspected.

We will keep our eye out for impacts to RW policies on any subsequent emergency drought order by the Governor or the Board. 


MODEL PUBLIC COMMUNICATION PLANS FOR
ADVANCING POTABLE REUSE ACCEPTANCE

|. Developed strategic communication plans
- Community Level Plan
- State Level Plan

Il. Develop messaging materials

Ill. Implement, evaluate and refine plans

WateReuse Research Foundation Project 13-02
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The model communication plans (WRRF 13-02) prepared by Mark Millan, Patricia Tennyson, and Shane Snyder were released just last month and are available on the WateReuse website.  

A critical element of potable reuse is a communication plan for public outreach that describes how to engage the various target audiences who will help to make or break potable reuse.  The two communication plans (state-level and community-level) include messaging platform components with public outreach tools and tactics.  The plans are flexible documents that can be adapted to the specific needs and situations of an individual community.  They will be useful whether pursuing IPR or DPR.

WRRF 13-02 is the first of a two-phased approach toward fostering acceptance of potable reuse.  The project’s findings provide those involved with of planning a potable reuse project with a catalog of promising and proven methods and messages for advancing potable reuse.

We are now developing messaging materials and implementing the plans.  WRCA is in charge of the statewide outreach plan.  The community level plans are up to each community that is pursuing potable reuse to implement. 


()

California Direct Potable Reuse Timeline %IEEEUSE
12/12/12 8/13 2/14
DPR Research WRRF to examine ~ WRRF DPR Research
Needs Workshop the criteria for DPR Plan Released
(WRRF,WRCA) (NWRI,WRRF) (WRRF)

4/26/10
(WRCA, NWRI,
CUWA)

Yellow: Preliminary DPR Evaluation
[ Green:WRRF Research Projects
[ Orange:Legislative Activities
[0 Purple: Expert and Advisory Panels


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next Advisory Committee meeting:

Feb 20 in San Diego (why Jennifer is not here)

Next Expert Panel Meeting - March 10 and 11 in Richmond

Expert panel is working hard on reservoir augmentation regulations.  Staff says there is a chance this could be delayed from Dec. 2016 deadline.  December 2016 is also the deadline for the report to the legislature for the feasibility of developing statewide regulations for DPR.  This is still on track.  Per SWRCB staff.

EBMUD along with a number of other water agencies are supporting two DPR research studies through WRF which just kicked off:
Assessment of techniques for evaluating and demonstrating safety of DPR
Blending requirements for water for DPR treatment facilities




IMPLEMENTING STATEWIDE POTABLE REUSE OUTREACH

e Legislative Briefings and E-updates
e Qutreach to statewide officials

* Environmental groups

e | etters of support
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Outreach for potable reuse is in full swing.

We had a legislative briefing on January 15.  20+ staff and one Senator attended.  We are preparing e-newsletters about upcoming events such as advisory and expert committee meetings, WRRF new studies on potable reuse, etc.  Also participating in San Diego specific legislative briefing. 

We are working closely with Coastkeeper, NRDC and other environmental groups on potable reuse outreach.  Weekly calls with Coastkeeper and involvement in a Coastkeeper conference they have been preparing for environmental groups.

CUWA has done a statement of support for DPR-IRP.  We have sample letters for other groups and cities in support of potable reuse.  We are asking for support in writing.  Upcoming presentations include California Environmental Dialogue. 




QUESTIONS?

Jennifer West
Managing Director

jwest@watereuse.org
(916) 669-8401

@watereuseca

WateReuse California Office
1121 L Street, Suite 606
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Register now for the WRCA conference in LA!!!    

mailto:Jwest@watereuse.org
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