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Shasta Lake 
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Lake Oroville
Poster Child for Drought

California’s second largest reservoir. 



http://www.mercurynews.com/drought/ci_26932356/california-drought-not-likely-end-this-winter-experts?source=autofeed#

Chesbro Reservoir in Morgan Hill, CA  
@ 1% capacity with intake structure exposed

Drought Impacts in the Bay Area
Chesbro Reservoir



Lake Mead
…. approaches its 
lowest water level in 
80 years. 

Source: Reuters 4/2015 



Response and Action in 2014
2014 Activity/Milestone

Jan Governor Brown declares Emergency Drought Declaration
Jan DWR Drops State Water Project Allocation to Zero
Mar $800 mil in loans available at < 1% under SWRCB SRF Program
Mar First meeting of the DPR Expert Panel
Apr SWP Allocation Increase back to 5%
May Water Resources Reform & Development Act Signed into Law
Jun SWRCB Finalizes GWRR Regulations
Jun Statewide General Permit
Jun Shift CDPH to DDW at SWRCB
Nov Water Bond Passes!
Nov Prop 84 Drought Relief = $221M for CA RW Projects ($32 M for SF Bay Area)
Dec Initial State Water Project Allocation Set at 10 Percent
Dec DWR: Updated Report: Groundwater Resources Depleted By Drought



Response and Action in 2015 
2015 Activity/Milestone

Jan DWR Plans for Possible Need of Delta Salinity Control Barriers
Feb State Water Board looks into Senior Delta Water Right holders
Mar Draft Release of SWRCB Prop 1 Chapter 9 Guidelines 
Mar Governor Brown Signs $1 Billion Emergency Drought Package 
April CPUC Orders Water Companies to Notify Customers of Drought Restrictions
April Governor Brown Directs First Ever Statewide Mandatory Water Reductions          

(25% reduction in potable urban water usage)
May Governor’s proposes $475 million in additional funding for RW
May Construction Begins on Emergency Drought Barrier in Delta
June SWRCB Prop 1 Chapter 9 Guidelines to be Adopted (June 16)
June Governor calls for Streamlining CEQA for water projects



Direct Potable Reuse Momentum Continues
 SB 918 – DDW to investigate and report to legislature on 

the feasibility of developing  Direct Potable Reuse criteria 
by Dec 31, 2016

 California Direct Potable Reuse Initiative raised $13.6 
million (donation and in-kind)

 34 DPR Research Projects have been funded at $5.8 
million

 NWRI DPR Expert Panel– 5 meetings

 DPR Advisory Group – 5 meetings



IPR Momentum 
Is REAL

Red = Permitted GWRR 
200,00 AFY

Blue = Planned GWRR 
>210,000 AFY

Black = Planned SWA
>100, 000 AFY

(June 5, 2015)



Public Support is Evident
 San Jose Plant Turns Bathroom Wastewater Into Drinking Water - KABC 

TV, Los Angeles, 11/20/14

 San Diego City Council unanimously approves purifying sewage into 
drinking water – San Diego Union-Tribune, 11/19/14

 Pismo Beach moves forward on proposal to turn sewage into drinking 
water - San Luis Obispo Tribune 4/30/15

 California Governor Prepares Citizens for Coming ‘Toilet to Tap’ 
Concept - The Blaze 5/22/15 

 Californians may have to drink sewage as drought crisis continues -
Newsweek, 5/26/15

 Turning sewage into drinking water gains appeal as drought lingers –
LA Times, 5/25/15



Finger on the Pulse of the Reuse

NorCal Chapter Meeting Topics: 2013 to 2015
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
"Soup to nuts" is an American English idiom conveying the meaning of "from beginning to end". It is derived from the description of a full course dinner, in which courses progress from soup to a dessert of nuts. It is comparable to expressions in other languages, such as the Latin phrase ab ovo usque ad mala ("from the egg to the apples"), describing the typical Roman meal.



Recycled Water 
“Myth Busters”

NorCal Chapter Meeting
Distinguished Panel

Santa Rosa, CA
June 5, 2015



It takes MANY ….

NorCal Chapter 2013-14 Sponsors



It takes LEADERS…

NorCal Chapter 2013-14 Meeting Hosts



We are in this TOGETHER…
North & South

NorCal Chapter 
Officers (2013-14)

Left to Right
• Cindy Bertsch
• Sanjay Reddy
• Courtney Rubin
• Pam John 
• Curtis Lam
• Dawn Taffler
• Rhodora Biagtan

* Dave Smith 



Dawn Taffler, PE, LEEDAP

Chapter Trustee on the WRCA Board
2015-2016
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