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Governor has until October 15, to sign, not sign, or veto hundreds of bills sent to his desk.

Bills include: affordable housing, sanctuary state, free tuition, and gender pay gaps among other things.

Approximately 2980 introduced and 846 completed




Jan. 1 Statutes take effect

Jan. 3 Legislature reconvenes

Jan. 19 Last day to submit bill request to 
Legislative Counsel

Feb. 16 Last day for bills to be introduced 

May 25 Last day policy comm. to report fiscal bills

June 1 Last day for bills to pass house of origin 

Aug. 31 Last day for any bill to be passed 

Sept. 30 Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills 

See: http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines
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2017 Legislation Approved

AB-574 Potable reuse (Quirk)

SB-5 California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018

AB-967 Human remains disposal: alkaline hydrolysis: licensure and regulation



http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines


SWRCB to establish conservation standards by 6/30/2021
Set initial indoor residential use at 55 gpcd
Performance standards for Commercial, Industrial, 
Institutional
Recycled water (RW) receives 10% credit for  water use 
efficiency (WUE) targets
Removes RW from Agriculture Water Supplier’s  10,000 or 
more irrigated acres definition 
Last Action: 9/15/17 – Re-referred to Com. on RLS.
Coalition of stakeholders working on proposed changes on 
AB 1668 & SB 606
Expect action in 1st quarter of 2018
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SUMMARY OF 5/15 AMENDMENTS:

1) Clarify that “potable reuse” means the planned use of municipal wastewater that has gone through multiple barrier treatment processes to produce or supplement a drinking water supply that has at least an equivalent level of public health protection as other sources of water supply permitted under Safe Drinking Water Act.

2) Add to Section 13551.5(d) to Water Code to clarify that section shall not be construed to supersede, diminish, alter or impair, or affect any existing rights

SUMMARY:    AB 869 by Assemblyman Rubio on Sustainable water use and demand reduction: recycled water was last amended on 5/15/2017.    This bill would amend Sections 10608.8 and 10608.12 and add Section 13551.5 to the Water Code.   Specifically, this bill would declare recycled water to be equivalent to other water use efficiency measures; exclude recycled water from any urban water use target or reduction in urban per capita water use calculations.   AB 869 would redefine recycled water to include both non-potable and potable uses or that replenish a groundwater basin and supplements the groundwater supply available to an urban water supplier; and prohibit an urban retail water supplier from being required by regulation to reduce the amount or recycled water it produces, sells, or distributes for beneficial potable or non-potable use at any time. 

EFFECT ON METROPOLITAN:   This bill primarily affects urban retail water suppliers. It clarifies that the use of recycled water is equivalent to other water use efficiency measures and would excluded recycled water from any urban water use target or reduction in urban per capita water use.  This bill would likely benefit member agencies that have invested in recycled water since it eliminates any required reduction of recycled water produced, sold, or distributed for beneficial use at any time, even during a declared drought.

It appears Section 13551.5(b) to Water Code needs to be amended to also include urban wholesale water suppliers like Metropolitan.  If the Potential Regional Recycled Water Program is developed, the current bill language may not protect Metropolitan’s production or distribution of recycled water during a drought or state of emergency.

RECOMMENDED POSITION: 2-Support if Amended

Amend Section 13551.5(b) to Water Code to clarify that section applies to all urban water suppliers not just urban retail water suppliers.





Require SWRCB in consolation with BSC to adopt risk-based 
regulations before 12/1/2022
Regulations must address at minimum pathogen removal, WQ 
monitoring, reporting, public notification, & cross-connections
Used for graywater, rainwater, storm water, blackwater, 
condensate and foundation drainage at individual buildings
Prohibit installation except under local jurisdiction adopted 
programs in compliance with regulations 
Sponsored by SFPUC
Similar to SB 740 from 2017 that was held in committee
Concern: impact higher priority regulations like DPR 
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Introduced 1/31/2018
 
 



SWRCB to establish & maintain CEC research program 
Research CECs entering drinking water supply
Research CECs impact on human health & environment
Monitor DW to identify indicator and surrogate contaminants
Develop list of target CECs to monitor
Evaluate alternate monitoring methods
Incorporate chemical and bioanalytical screening for CECs
Last Action: 2/8/18 – from printer. Committee 3/10/18
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AB-2042 Residential graywater reuse systems: incentives

SB-558 Property taxation: new construction exclusion: 
rain water capture system

SB-952 Water conservation: local water supplies

SB-979 Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2014
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HR 875 – USBR Water Project Streamlining Act
HR 434 – New Water Act -  provide financial assistance to entities that contract under federal reclamation law to carry out water projects 
HR 465 – Water Quality Improvement Act of 2017 -  amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide for an integrated planning and permitting process
HR 1579 – Secure and Resilient Water Systems Act -  submit source water and distribution system vulnerability assessments
HR 1663 – Water Resources Research Amendments Act -  reauthorize grants for and require applied water supply research 

S 216 – Bureau of Reclamation Transparency Act -  coordinate with the non-federal entities responsible for the operation and maintenance of transferred USBR works 
S 880 –Use of American Iron & Steel in Public Water Systems -  ensure the use of American iron and steel in public water systems
S 692 – Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act - promote green infrastructure




Regulation of Waste and Unreasonable Water Uses 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/wasteful_water_uses.html

No irrigation of turf on public medians and parkways after 2025 unless with 
RW installed prior to 2018

Recycled Water Policy Update 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_recycling_policy/docs/ceqa_presentation.pdf

Recycled Water Survey
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/water_recycling/munirec.shtml

Surface Water Augmentation regulations
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/Surface_Water_Augmentation_Regulations.s
html

Evaluate recycled water use for animals 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2071

Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/owts/

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/wasteful_water_uses.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_recycling_policy/docs/ceqa_presentation.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/water_recycling/munirec.shtml
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/Surface_Water_Augmentation_Regulations.shtml
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB2071
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/owts/


RW goals, RW tracking, RW Survey, 
Clarify Section 1211 & SNMP implementation 
Update CECs monitoring requirements
Consider antibiotic resistant bacteria & micro plastics
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_recycling_policy/
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Issues identified by WateReuse include
SNMP implementation and coordination with agriculture and groundwater sustainability programs
Clarify SWRCB and RWQCB roles and procedures
Including potable reuse
Data collection and tracking


https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_recycling_policy/


SWRCB and DWR requesting revisions to RW survey
Potential changes include:

Revise & standardize recycled water categories (Env. Use, 
Potable Reuse, commercial/industrial, etc.)
Provide credit for required in-stream flow beneficial use
Annual reporting primary by RW producers
Address potential challenges to increase RW use
SWRCB considering revising RW goals
SWRCB to report on ocean dischargers

WRCA to submitted comments on 01/17/2018
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/water_recycling/munirec.shtml

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/water_recycling/munirec.shtml


Proposed Infrastructure Plan
$1.5 trillion over next decade ($200B Federal)

$100B state incentives, max $10B per state, max 20% per project

50% from state and local investments

Consider public-private investments

Streamlined permitting

~25% towards rural infrastructure

Proposed Legislation
HR 4492 – Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Reauthorization Act of 2019

S 2346 – Water Infrastructure Workforce Development

HR 4902/ S 2364 – SRF WIN Act



California drought conditions
Weekly WateReuse Review https://watereuse.org/news-events/watereuse-revi/

Two-year Spending deal
Infrastructure
OCWD and OCSD attempt World Record 
Arizona – Lawsuit against snowmaking with recycled water
Arizona – DPR Regulation report https://watereuse.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/NWRI-Guidance-Framework-for-DPR-in-Arizona-2018.pdf

Florida – Launches Potable Reuse Commission
Cape Town – Day Zero  (50 liters) 13.2 GPD 
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https://watereuse.org/news-events/watereuse-revi/
https://watereuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/NWRI-Guidance-Framework-for-DPR-in-Arizona-2018.pdf


If you have any questions, please contact:

Raymond Jay, President

c/o Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
700 N Alameda Street
Los Angeles, CA 90054
(213) 217-5777
rjay@mwd.h2o.com
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