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Presentation Notes
Governor has until October 15, to sign, not sign, or veto hundreds of bills sent to his desk.Bills include: affordable housing, sanctuary state, free tuition, and gender pay gaps among other things.Approximately 2980 introduced and 846 completed



Action 1 – Develop a national vision and strategy for water
Action 2 – Support science needed to safely increase water 

supplies
Action 3 – Leverage federal funding to increase investments 

in water infrastructure
Action 4 – Provide financing options for water 

infrastructure projects
Action 5 – Incentivize private investment in water reuse
Action 6 – Transform Title XVI into a competitive grant
Action 7 – Reform the permitting process for advanced 

treated water
Action 8 – Amended WaterSense program to protect WQ



Clarify Direct and Indirect Potable Reuse definitions
Specify 2 types of Direct Potable Reuse

1) Raw water augmentation
2) Treated water augmentation

Establish framework for regulating potable reuse by 6/1/2018 
SWRCB to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for raw water 
augmentation by 12/31/2023
SWRCB must establish and administer expert panel
SWRCB must submit proposed criteria to expert panel & 
receive finding of protection of public health before adoption
Last Action10/06/17 – Signed by Governor
Sponsored by WateReuse & California CoastKeeper
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SUMMARY:   AB 574 was introduced by Assembly Member Quirk.   This bill is sponsored by WateReuse Association and California Coast Keeper. This bill would amend sections 13560 and 13561 and add sections 13560.5 and 13561.2 to the Water Code relating to water. AB 574, as amended, would specify that the direct potable reuse definition includes “raw water augmentation” and “treated drinking water augmentation” and change the term “surface water augmentation” to “reservoir water augmentation”.   AB547 would: 1) declare that the SWRCB should establish a framework for regulating potable reuse projects by June 1, 2018; 2) require the SWRCB to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse through raw water augmentation by December 31, 2023;  3) require the SWRCB to establish and administer an expert review panel, submit proposed criteria to expert review panel, and receive findings from expert panel that proposed criteria would protect public health; 4) allow SWRCB an 18 month extension to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse under specified conditions.   EFFECT ON METROPOLITAN:  The immediate impact on Metropolitan is uncertain but considered positive.   Clarification of the definition of different forms of potable reuse is expected to help the public and regulated community better understand and communicate about potable reuse projects. Establishment of a framework and a timeline for adoption of uniform water recycling criteria will help California meet existing recycled water goals.  The long-term benefits to Metropolitan and member agencies is believed to be moderate.  The amendments should facilitate permitting and would likely help expand local water supplies including Metropolitan's proposed Regional Recycled Water Project.   Some member agencies are more supportive of the development of potable reuse through treated water augmentation in order to potentially reduce infrastructure costs of reservoir augmentation while providing equivalent public health protections. RECOMMENDED POSITION: 1-Support The 7/12/17 amendments would:1.	Extend the timeline for the SWRCB to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse by one year or until December 31, 2023.2.	Clarify that SWRCB shall comply with specified actions before adopting uniform criteria for DPR, including soliciting input from stakeholders, submitting proposed criteria to expert panel, and receiving finding from expert panel that criteria would protect public health; and3.	If additional research is needed by SWRCB to adopt criteria, the expert panel shall estimate the timeframe needed to conduct scientific and technical research.The 6/20/17 amendments would:1.	Reinstate reference to direct potable reuse (DPR), and specify DPR includes raw water augmentation and treated drinking water augmentation.2.	Revise “surface water augmentation” to “reservoir water augmentation” which includes planned placement of RW into a raw surface water reservoir or into a constructed system conveying water to such reservoir.3.	Require SWRCB to establish, administer, and submit proposed uniform water recycling criteria to expert review panel.4.	Prohibit SWRCB from adopting uniform water recycling criteria until expert panel adopts finding that proposed criteria would adequately protect public health.5.	Require SWRCB to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for raw water augmentation by 12/31/2022.  Date could be extended underspecified conditions; and6.	Removes emergency adoption of regulation component.



Authorize $4B Bond for drought, water, parks, climate, 
coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program
Adopt guidelines that encourage use of recycled water
$250M for clean drinking water & drought preparedness 
$290M for drought & groundwater regional sustainability
$80M for water recycling
20% of funds to severely disadvantage communities
Last Action: 10/15/17 – Approved by Governor
This bill would require voter approval, set for June 5, 2018 
primary election, and would take effect immediately on 
voter approval
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Pursuant to Chapter 11:49) Provides that $500 million is available for clean drinking water and drought programs, based on allocated $125 million to each of four programs approved by the voters in Proposition 1.a) Safe Drinking Water, including access to clean water and reductions of contamination.b) Integrated Regional Water Planning.c) Water Recycling.d) Groundwater cleanup, storage, and contamination prevention.



Amends the Business and Professions Code and Health and 
Safety Code relating to the disposal of human remains
Commencing 7/1/2020, requires license to regulate hydrolysis 
facilities
Licensed hydrolysis facility may dispose of hydrolysate using a 
sewer collection system under the specified conditions
Authorization for disposal of hydrolysate using a sewer 
collection system or licensed biomaterials  handler shall be 
voluntary and at the discretion of WWTP
Considered environmentally responsible alternative to 
cremation by author
Last Action: 10/15/17 – Approved by Governor
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AB 967 amends the Business and Professions Code and Health and Safety Code relating to the disposal of human remains.  Ab 967 requires the Cemetery and Funeral Bureau within the Department of Consumer Affairs (bureau) to license and regulate hydrolysis facilities and hydrolysis facility managers, and would enact requirements applicable to hydrolysis facilities substantially similar to those applicable to crematoria (a furnace or establishment for the incineration of corpses). A hydrolysis facility is a place whereby human remains are dissolved from the bones by heated and pressurized chemical solutions (e.g., potassium hydroxide).  This bill would impose a state-mandated local program relating to the disposition of human remains.  The bill requires the application for a hydrolysis facility license to be made in writing on the form prescribed by the bureau and accompanied by a licensing fee, which would be deposited into the Cemetery and Funeral Fund.  By depositing moneys in a continuously appropriated fund, this bill would make an appropriation.  The bill would require a local registrar of births or deaths to issue permits for the disposition of hydrolyzed human remains.  By increasing the duties of local agencies, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.ImpactsAB 967 has no impact on Metropolitan or its member agencies.  The bill pertains to the regulation the disposal of the human remains.  AB 967 is the reintroduction of failed legislation from 2012 (AB 1615, Miller).  AB 967 does not change local regulations pertaining to the disposal of the liquid effluent solution, though the bill reinforces licensing and permitting requirements for hydrolysis facilities and hydrolysis facility managers.  RecommendationMonitor



SWRCB to establish conservation standards by 6/30/2021
Set initial indoor residential use at 55 gpcd
Recycled water (RW) receives 10% credit for  water use 
efficiency (WUE) targets
Removes RW from Agriculture Water Supplier’s  10,000 or 
more irrigated acres definition 
Last Action: 9/15/17 – Re-referred to Com. on RLS.
Coalition of stakeholders working on proposed changes on 
AB 1668 & SB 606
Expect action in 1st quarter of 2018
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SUMMARY OF 5/15 AMENDMENTS:1) Clarify that “potable reuse” means the planned use of municipal wastewater that has gone through multiple barrier treatment processes to produce or supplement a drinking water supply that has at least an equivalent level of public health protection as other sources of water supply permitted under Safe Drinking Water Act.2) Add to Section 13551.5(d) to Water Code to clarify that section shall not be construed to supersede, diminish, alter or impair, or affect any existing rightsSUMMARY:    AB 869 by Assemblyman Rubio on Sustainable water use and demand reduction: recycled water was last amended on 5/15/2017.    This bill would amend Sections 10608.8 and 10608.12 and add Section 13551.5 to the Water Code.   Specifically, this bill would declare recycled water to be equivalent to other water use efficiency measures; exclude recycled water from any urban water use target or reduction in urban per capita water use calculations.   AB 869 would redefine recycled water to include both non-potable and potable uses or that replenish a groundwater basin and supplements the groundwater supply available to an urban water supplier; and prohibit an urban retail water supplier from being required by regulation to reduce the amount or recycled water it produces, sells, or distributes for beneficial potable or non-potable use at any time. EFFECT ON METROPOLITAN:   This bill primarily affects urban retail water suppliers. It clarifies that the use of recycled water is equivalent to other water use efficiency measures and would excluded recycled water from any urban water use target or reduction in urban per capita water use.  This bill would likely benefit member agencies that have invested in recycled water since it eliminates any required reduction of recycled water produced, sold, or distributed for beneficial use at any time, even during a declared drought.It appears Section 13551.5(b) to Water Code needs to be amended to also include urban wholesale water suppliers like Metropolitan.  If the Potential Regional Recycled Water Program is developed, the current bill language may not protect Metropolitan’s production or distribution of recycled water during a drought or state of emergency.RECOMMENDED POSITION: 2-Support if AmendedAmend Section 13551.5(b) to Water Code to clarify that section applies to all urban water suppliers not just urban retail water suppliers.



FY2018 Funding incomplete – expect continuing resolution

Proposed funding includes 
$73M for WaterSMART Program with $35M for Title XVI

$1.4B for CWSRF and $863M for DWSRF

$25M for WIFIA

HR 4419, Water Project Streamlining Act of 2017, could de-
authorize existing projects & shift funding from Reuse
HR 4492, WIFIA Reauthorization Bill, would extend program 
to 2024 and double funding to $90 million
Advanced refundings and private activity bonds are in 
jeopardy under proposed tax reform
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Federal LegislationHR 23     –  Gaining Responsibility on Water Act of 2017HR 434   –  New Water ActHR 465   –  Water Quality Improvement Act of 2017HR 875   –  USBR Water Project Streamlining ActHR 1579 –  Secure and Resilient Water Systems ActHR 1654 –  Water Supply Permitting Coordination ActHR 1663 –  Water Resources Research Amendments ActHR 2799 –  Western Water Recycling and Drought ActHR 3248 –  Water Advanced Technologies for Efficient UseHR 33 87 – Drinking Water System Improvements of 2017S 216 – Bureau of Reclamation Transparency ActS 880 – Made in America Water Infrastructure Act S 692 – Water Infrastructure Flexibility ActS 1137 – Clean Safe Reliable Water Infrastructure



Draft regulations released 7/21/17
Public Hearing 9/7/17 and comments due 9/12/17
Potential concerns: monitoring requirements, monitoring off 
ramps, minimum retention time, & operator training
The SWRCB has revised the text of the proposed regarding 
Surface Water Augmentation regulations.
The 15-day public comment period ends on December 18, 
2017, at 12:00 P.M. (noon).    
Information on the regulations may be found at:
http://waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingw
ater/Surface_Water_Augmentation_Regulations.shtml
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WRCA Conference call 8/15/17 

http://waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/Surface_Water_Augmentation_Regulations.shtml


Public consultation meetings – 12/1/17 & 12/5/17
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/
water_recycling_policy/docs/ceqa_presentation.pdf
Update RW goals, CECs monitoring requirements, SNMP 
development, RW tracking, and clarify Section 1211
Consider antibiotic resistant bacteria & micro plastics
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Issues identified by WateReuse includeSNMP implementation and coordination with agriculture and groundwater sustainability programsClarify SWRCB and RWQCB roles and proceduresIncluding potable reuseData collection and tracking

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_recycling_policy/docs/ceqa_presentation.pdf


SWRCB and DWR requesting revisions to survey
Expect SWRCB to make changes in RW Policy
Potential changes include:

Categories of recycled water (SWA, industrial, etc.)
WRCA identified reporting challenges
SWRCB considering revising RW goals
SWRCB wants to identify ocean dischargers

WRCA to submit comments to SWRCB by 12/11/17



If you have any questions, please contact:

Raymond Jay, President

c/o Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
700 N Alameda Street
Los Angeles, CA 90054
(213) 217-5777
rjay@mwd.h2o.com
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Thank you!
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