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Apr. 22 Last day for policy committee to hear & 
report fiscal bills introduced in their house

May 13 Last day for policy committees until June 6th

May 27 Last day for fiscal committees until June 6th

June 3 Last day for bills to pass house of origin

June 15 Budget bill must be passed 

Aug. 31 Last day for any bill to be passed 

Sept. 30 Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills 

Nov. 30 Adjournment
See: http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines

http://assembly.ca.gov/legislativedeadlines


SB 163 – Wastewater Treatment: Recycled Water

AB 1463 – Onsite Recycled Water

AB 1738 – Building Standards: dark graywater 

AB 1749 – CEQA Exemption for Recycled Water Pipelines  

AB 2022 – Advanced Purified Demonstration Water 

AB 2076 – Water Recycling: beer and wine  (held in committee)

AB 2438 – CEQA Exemption for Recycled Water Pipelines 

AB 2601 – Building Stds: residential graywater (held in committee)

AB 2890 – Drinking & Wastewater Operator Certification 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AB 1463, as introduced, Gatto. Onsite recycled water. This bill would require the state board, in consultation with the State Department of Public Health, the California Building Standards Commission, and stakeholders, to establish water quality standards and distribution, monitoring, and reporting requirements for onsite water recycling systems prior to authorizing the use of onsite treated water in internal plumbing of residential and commercial buildings.  History: last amended 9/4/15 – Amended and re-referred to committee on E.Q.



Declares ocean and bay wastewater discharge a “waste and 
unreasonable use”

Prohibit water supplier or replenishment district from not taking treated 
wastewater made available for GW recharge, SWA, or landscape irrigation

Require SWRCB to promulgate regulations by 2020 

Require ocean and bay dischargers to submit plan to use maximum extent 
practicable by 2033

Requires ocean and bay dischargers to reuse >50% by 2033.

Concerns include: mandatory RW of 50% of WWTP, mandatory use by 
purveyors, cost, uncertain regulatory requirements, equity among WWTP 
dischargers, RW demand, and public acceptance of RW.

Last Amendment: 06/08/16 – Amended in Assembly

WRCA position: Oppose/Amend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



Establish monitoring & reporting requirements for nonpotable uses 
of onsite treated water (OSTW) for use in multifamily, commercial 
and industrial buildings (prohibit use in SFH).

OSTW is defined to mean water including graywater, rainwater, and 
other water captured onsite, that has been sourced, used, and 
treated as needed onsite in a building.

Last Action: 6/6/16 – Amend and re-refer to committee

Sierra Club and BIA among supporters; no known opposition

Concerns: clear distinction between graywater or OSTW and 
municipal recycled water quality and distribution requirements.

WRCA position: Amend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SUMMARY:  AB 1463 as introduced by Gatto on February 27, 2015 is focused on Onsite Recycled Water.  This bill would require SWRCB in consultation with CDPH, CBSC, and stakeholders to establish WQ standards, distribution, monitoring, and reporting requirements for onsite recycled water recycling systems prior to authorizing use of onsite recycled  water in internal plumbing of residential and commercial buildings. Onsite recycled water (OSRW) is defined for this article to mean water including graywater, rainwater, and other water captured onsite, that has been sourced, treated, and used onsite in a building in a manner that is protective of public health, safety and the environment. OSRW does not include any water from a toilet, sewer, or onsite wastewater treatment system or septic tank unless SWRCB has established additional standards, monitoring, and reporting requirements necessary to protect public health, safety, and the environment. EFFECT ON METROPOLITAN:  The effect on Metropolitan is uncertain at this initial stage.  The expanded use of local supplies to offset the use of imported potable water is in general conformance with Metropolitan’s water use efficiency policy principle.  However, there are potential significant impacts to water quality and public health from the expanded use of Onsite Recycled without appropriate treatment and controls.  Graywater requires additional treatment to tertiary level, cross connection prevention, and CDPH approval prior to use in residential and commercial building.  In addition, there likely would be a broad concern from the member agencies producing municipal recycled water to ensure a clear distinction between graywater or Onsite Recycled Water and municipal recycled water quality and distribution requirements. RECOMMENDED POSITION:  3- watch OTHER STAFF COMMENTS:  This proposal suggest additional local use of treated graywater, rainwater, and other onsite water supplies.  Most current uses of graywater are for irrigation purposes and generally do not require additional treatment. If graywater, rainwater and other water captured onsite is treated to Title 22 tertiary standards then staff would have lower concerns of proposed uses. The Building Standards Commission (BSC) was directed by AB 2282 to set mandatory building standards during the 2016 code adoption cycle for the installation of recycled water systems for newly constructed residential, commercial, and public buildings.The BSC could update or revise graywater standards through their current administrative process without additional legislation.  



Require State to develop and submit building standards at next 
triennial review for construction, installation, and alteration of 
dark graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses.
Defines “dark graywater” as wastewater that comes from 
kitchen sinks and dishwashers.
Consult with SWRCB when developing standards
Convene stakeholder group to ensure protection of water 
quality, existing research, use for irrigation, etc.
Last Amendment: 03/28/16 – Amended in Assembly
Last Action: 6/2/16 – In Senate  refer to committee
WRCA position: Concern/Amend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review of AB 1738, Buildings Standards: Dark Graywater.Summary: This bill would amend Section 17922.12 of the Health and Safety Code relating to Building Standards: Dark Graywater.  Specifically, AB 1738 would require the department of housing and community development to adopt and submit for approval building standards for the construction, installation, and alteration of dark graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses.  The bill defines “dark graywater” as a specified wastewater that comes from kitchen sinks and dishwashers.  This type of wastewater is excluded from the definition of graywater.Effect: This bill would not directly affect Metropolitan and member agencies. It may cause concerns for local groundwater when significant qualities of dark graywater are used. Recommendation: 3- watch Comments: Metropolitan supported, AB 2282 in 2014, to develop mandatory building standards for the use of recycled water infrastructure in commercial and residential buildings. The building standards commission (BSC) has not completed the research or adopted these standards. The BSC is expected to work on these standards in late 2016 and 2017.  The addition of “dark graywater” could be included as part of the development of these standards.Metropolitan Policy Principles on recycled water includes support for legislation and regulations that: 1) protect or improve the quality of wastewater and source water supplies from constituent concentrations that are adverse to recycled water use; and 2) expand the types of uses consistent with the protection of public health.Additional staff comments:  It is unclear who is sponsoring this bill and their justification for mandating development of building standards. The expected volume of wastewater developed from kitchen sinks and dishwashers is likely fairly small compared to other types of graywater and would likely require additional local treatment  making this source less cost effective for reuse.



Existing law exempts recycled water pipelines from CEQA 
during declared drought or until January 1, 2017.
04/27/16 amendment - only for construction of RW 
treatment facility located on city owned property and directly 
related pipelines > 1 mile within existing developed rights of 
way, where project avoids wetlands or sensitive habitat, and 
construction impacts are fully mitigated
Extends sunset condition until 2018
Targets proposed WR projects in Porterville - author's district
Last Action: 06/09/16 – Referred to Com. on E.Q
WRCA position: Watch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only Applies to City of PortervilleKnown opposition = NRDC, Sierra Club, Clean Water Action; claim no evidence of CEQA delay of pipeline projectsSuggested amendments: extend sunset for at least 3 years for pipeline projects; make the sunset on the latest date of drought or sunset, not earliest date; confirm exemption is for pipeline and associated surface structures.



Authorize operator of advance purified demonstration water 
to bottle and distribute samples for educational purposes
Must meet all water bottling and drinking water standards
APDW is water treated by MF or UF, RO, AO and meet T22
May bottle up to 1,000 gallons a year; < 8 oz. per bottle
Require bottle collection and recycling program
Can not sell water
Last Action: 05/05/16 – Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Sponsored by OCWA, OCSD, & WRCA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enclosed is the review of AB 2022, as amended 3/28/16 and 3/31/16.  SUMMARY: This bill,  as amended 3/28/16 and 3/31/16, would add Section 13570 to the Water Code.   AB 2022 would: 1) authorize the operator of a facility producing advanced purified demonstration water (APDW) to cause water to be bottled and distributed as samples for educational purposes and to promote water recycling with no more than 8 oz. per bottle; 2) prohibit APDW from being distributed unless it meets or exceeds all federal and state drinking water standards and goals; 3) Authorize APDW to be bottled at a licensed water-bottling plant as long as in compliance with state and federal standards; 4) establish bottling and labeling requirements; 5) prohibit a facility from bottling more than 1,000 gallons per year; 6a) require APDW operator seeking to bottle water to establish a collection and recycling program for distributed bottles; and 6) defines APDW to mean water that is treated by means of MF or UF, RO, AO, exceeds all federal and state drinking water standards, and is in accordance with the Advanced Treatment Criteria, Section 60320.201, of Title 22. EFFECT: This bill would not directly affect Metropolitan and member agencies. It would likely help educate the public on recycled water and could facilitate support and approval of the MWD/LACSD potential regional recycled water supply program. RECOMMENDED POSITION: 2- Support  Metropolitan Policy Principles on recycled water includes support for legislation and regulations that: 1)that serve to increase public education and awareness of water recycling, its benefits and safety; and 2) that expand the types of recycled water uses consistent with protection of public health. This bill is sponsored by WateReuse and OCWD and is intended to help educate the legislature and the public on recycled water.   Allowing small volumes of recycled water to be bottled facilitates transportation and allows the public to taste recycled water without visiting OCWD or other facilities. The 3/28/16 amendments include reducing the maximum bottling quantity to 1000 gallon per calendar year and require bottle collection and recycling program for distributed bottles. The 3/31/16 amendments include requiring the maximum volume per demonstration bottle to 8 oz. APDW sample and clarifying that APDW samples must meet standards for bottling water pursuant to federal law.



Exempts recycled water pipelines up to 8 miles in length for 
construction, installation, repair, replacement, etc.
Must be within a public street, highway, or right-of-way
Does not apply if adjacent to another pipeline exemption or 
located in a resource area such as park or open space
File a NOE & hold public hearing for traffic mitigation
Similar to AB 2417 in 2014 with Jan. 2020 sunset
Concerns: hearing, open space limits, trench size, etc.
Last Action:  06/09/16 – Referred to Com. on E.Q 
WRCA position: Watch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SUMMARY: Amends the California Environmental Quality Act, which exempt specified pipeline projects from certain requirements. Exempts from the Act a project for the construction and installation of a new pipeline or the maintenance, repair, restoration, reconditioning, relocation, replacement, removal, or demolition of an existing pipeline, not exceeding a specified length, for the distribution of recycled water within a public street, highway, or right-of-way. Requires the filing of a notice of exemption. POSITION: 1-SupportSponsors are considering pulling support



Overhaul and align drinking water and wastewater operator 
certification programs
Establish advisory committee to assist SWRCB 
Adopt emergency regulations and schedule of fees
Issue a operator and distribution certificate by reciprocity 
Renew certificates every 3 years instead of 2 years
Establish civil liability & penalty provisions
Conduct board hearing prior to suspension or revocation of a 
valid operator certificate 
Last Action: 06/06/16 – Hearing canceled by author
Sponsored by SWRCB WRCA position: Watch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AB 2890 (Alejo) – Drinking water and wastewater operator certification programsAB 2890, a SWRCB sponsored bill, proposes to overhaul the existing drinking water and wastewater operator certification programs. It proposes several changes including establishing an advisory committee to  assist the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in carrying out its responsibilities to evaluate people to operate drinking water and wastewater treatments plants and distribution systems. The bill proposes the following changes-Appoint an advisory committee that would be responsible for certifying people to operate drinking water treatment plants and distribution systems. Remove drinking water treatment operator-in-training category.Conduct board hearing prior to suspension or revocation of a valid operator certificate for willful or negligent acts. Currently, SWRCB retains this authority. Charge $5,000 to a person who submits false or misleading information on an application or examination of a drinking water or wastewater treatment/distribution operator certificate.Charge misdemeanor and impose civil liability, in addition to $100 per day, if an owner or person in-charge of a system allows a drinking water or wastewater treatment or distribution plant operator to operate without a valid unexpired certificate.Make Drinking Water Operator Certification Special Account funds available upon appropriation by the Legislature. This account is funded by costs recovered for the issuance, replacement, reinstatement, continuing education and renewal of certificates according to a fee schedule set by the SWRCB. Adopt by emergency regulation, a schedule of fees to recover costs incurred during the drinking water and wastewater certifications provisions, and revise the fees, as necessary, each fiscal year. Repeal the process for the board to evaluate the drinking water distribution operator certification program of the California-Nevada section of the American Water Works Association (AWWA) and issue an appropriate drinking water distribution operator certificate. Proposes to also repeal the ability of the board to recognize certification programs of other states. The bill instead proposes the SWRCB to issue a drinking water treatment operator and distribution operator certificate by reciprocity to any person holding a valid, unexpired, comparable certification issued by another state. Make a person who operates a nonexempt wastewater treatment plant to possess a valid, unexpired wastewater certificate or drinking water treatment operator certificate of the appropriate grade. The bill requires the board to prescribe the procedures and requirements for designation and duties of a chief plant operator.Suspend, revoke, or refuse to grant or renew any certificate issued by the board to operate a wastewater treatment plant or to place on probation or reprimand the certificate holder for willful or negligent acts that cause or allow the violation of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Impose civil liability and guilty of a misdemeanor if a person hires or operates a drinking water or wastewater treatment plant without a drinking water or wastewater certificate.  Renew wastewater certificate triennially instead of biennially.Remove the provisions that allow any operator employed at certain privately owned facilities used primarily in the treatment or reclamation of sewage to pass any written examination administered by the board and to be credited with one year of experience for purposes of operator certification. Make profit making private agencies able to provide courses of instruction that will qualify operators for each grade of certification.Replace the need of a professional engineer in the advisory committee responsible for wastewater treatment plant classification and operator certification program. Instead the bill proposes replacing the professional engineer with a person employed as an operator at a water recycling treatment plant. Remove reimbursement to local agencies and school district for any costs mandated by the state under this act.  Impacts:  Determination of impacts in progress. Recommendation:  To be determined.



HR 2993 - Water Recycling Acceleration Act of 2015

HR 3045 - California Water Recycling and Drought Relief Act

HR 3143 - Smart Energy and Water Efficiency Act of 2015

HR 4610 - Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study 
and Facilities Act 

HR 4954 - Water Quality Protection and Job Creation Act 

S 2012 - N. American Energy Security and Infrastructure Act

S 2776 - Amend the Safe Drinking Water Act

S 2848 – Water Resources Development Act of 2016

S 2533 - California Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2016

S 2673 - Water Technology Acceleration Act of 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HR 2993: Water Recycling Acceleration Act of 2015Amend Title XVI to authorize projects in drought areasDoes not require projects have congressional authorizationRecommendation: 1 –Support HR 3045:  California Water Recycling and Drought Relief ActAmend Title XVI to add 27 projects  and appropriate $180MDoes not include MWD projectRecommendation: 2-WatchEnclosed is the review of HR 2993, the “Water Recycling Acceleration Act of 2015.Summary: This bill would amend the Reclamation Water and Groundwater Studies and Facility Act (Title XVI) to authorize funding for water recycling projects in areas experiencing drought in previous 4 years or declared emergency. Bill would require Secretary to issue solicitation and evaluations guidelines within 90 days of enactment; solicit proposal within 180 days of enactment; and review each proposal for compliance with federal laws and regulations applicable to development of water recycling. This bill would not require projects to have been previously authorized by law if projects reclaims and reuses A) municipal, industrial, domestic, or agricultural wastewater; or B) naturally impaired ground and surface waters.  Priority shall be given to projects that meet all the specified criteria and  are located in area identified as experiencing drought over past 4 years, or designated as a  disaster area.  Project priority criteria include, providing more reliability; protecting, restoring, or enhancing ecosystems and their tributaries; regional, multiple stakeholders, multiple benefit projects; and have completed project feasibility studies and necessary environmental public review initiated.  Authority of Secretary would sunset within 10 years of enactment.Effect: This bill could directly affect Metropolitan and member agencies by allowing new Title XVI projects to be considered that have not received previous congressional authorization to compete for funding.  This likely would increase competition and reduce funding of some member agencies already approved Title XVI projects.  There is no specific funding amount provided by this bill. Recommendation: 1 –Support Enclosed is the review of HR 3045, the “California Water Recycling and Drought Relief Act” Summary:  This bill would amend the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act, commonly called Title XVI, to add 27 projects (appropriation of ~$180M) for potential funding to the already authorized 53 projects. Only 1 of 27 projects is located in Southern California – City of Brentwood (Appropriation of $5.2 M).Effect:  This bill would provide congressional authorization and appropriation of ~$180M for inclusion of 27 water recycling projects to Title XVI.  The direct impact on Metropolitan or member agencies is unknown, however, the indirect effect is to potentially limit new or additional appropriations for planning, design, or construction of water recycling and reuse projects within our service area.  This bill does not include Metropolitan’s potential regional recycled water supply program with LACSD or other southern California projects other than the City of Brentwood.  Recommendation: 2-WatchHR 3045 California Water Recycling and Drought Relief ActThis bill amends the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Department of the Interior to participate in the design, planning, and construction of recycled water system facilities in California in cooperation with:• the cities of Benicia, Brentwood, Ceres, Fresno, Hayward, Modesto, Mountain View, Palo Alto, Pleasanton, Redwood City, Sunnyvale, and Turlock;•the Dublin San Ramon Services District;• the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District;•the Delta Diablo; • the Ironhouse Sanitary District;•the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency;•the Del Puerto Water District;• Stanislaus County;•the Santa Clara Valley Water District;•the San Jose Water Company;•the West Bay Sanitary District; and •the town of Yountville.Enclosed is the review of HR 3143, the “Smart Energy and Water Efficiency Act of 2015”.SUMMARY:  HR 3143, the “Smart Energy and Water Efficiency Act of 2015”was introduced on July 21, 2015 by Representative McNerney.  The Smart Energy and Water Efficiency directs the Secretary of Energy to establish a $7.5M pilot program to award grants to demonstrate advanced and innovative technology solutions that: A) increase and improve the energy efficiency of water, wastewater, and water reuse systems; B) support implementation of innovative processes and installation of advanced systems that provide real-time data on energy and water: C) improve energy and water conservation, WQ, predictive maintenance of energy and water systems through the use of internet-connected technologies, sensors, and security. Eligible entities, including utilities, municipalities, water districts, and other entities that provide water, wastewater, or water reuse services.  The Secretary shall: A) make competitive, merit based grants to at least 3 but not more than 5 eligible entities; B) consider energy and cost savings; innovative nature, reliability, and commercial viability of technology; integration of next-generation of sensors; cost-effectiveness of energy/ water/reuse and infrastructure savings; geographical deployment and scaling; previous deployment of technology; manufactured in the U.S.; and if project can be completed within 5 years; and C) select grant recipients within 300 days of enactment; D) Annually evaluate progress of each grant project; and E) Report to congress om each project evaluation.EFFECT ON METROPOLITAN:  No known direct effect on Metropolitan or member agencies. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 2-Support and seek amendmentsOTHER STAFF COMMENTS:  Limited funding provided to meet high demand for innovative water and energy projects.  Maximum of 5 projects seems limited for need and would make funding overly competitive.  Staff supports funding but recommends requesting additional funding and multiple rounds of grants to develop a better portfolio of projects.



Recycled Water General Order adopted 6/7/16

Surface Water Augmentation regulations by 12/31/16

DPR feasibility study to legislature by 12/31/16
Expert Panel release additional research 6/30/16

Expert Panel Final Report to SWRCB  7/01/16

Expert Panel Final Report released to public 9/1/16

LA Chapter DPR Workshop – September 

Evaluate recycled water use for animals by 12/31/16

Develop RW Building Standards - 6/2016 - > 6/2017

Operator certification requirements -> TBD



SWRCB adopted General Order (permit) on June 7, 2016 
Use for all non-potable uses except GW recharge
Maintain streamlined approach
Cover larger projects over multiple RWQCB’s
Requires permits to be in compliance with SNMP’s
Adds language on CEC’s & EDC’s
Only SWRCB can increase monitoring requirements
Some concerns remain:

Mandatory consistency with GO & RW Policy
Mandatory use of GO with in 3 years instead of opt-in
Monitoring & reporting above existing permits
Required consultation for adding new users

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SWRCB adopted new GO on 6/7/16 even though there was concerns identified by regulatory coalition.



Defined as the planned placement of RW into surface 
reservoir used as source of domestic drinking water supply
SWRCB must adopt uniform water recycling criteria for 
SWA by 12/31/16
Recycling Criteria means the levels of constituents of RW 
and assurance or reliability which is safe for public health
Recycling criteria limits the use of RW for any purpose 
which RWC have been established or a RWCQB determines 
that no requirements are necessary
SWRCB must submit proposed criteria to expert panel
SWRCB shall not adopt SWA criteria unless expert panel 
finds that criteria protects public health

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are talking points on the SURFACE WATER AUGMENTATION REGULATIONS. Surface Water Augmentation, as defined in Water Code 13561(d), is the planned placement of RW into surface reservoir used as source of domestic drinking water supply.SWRCB must adopt uniform water recycling criteria for SWA by 12/31/16.Recycling Criteria, as defined in Water Code 13520, means the levels of constituents of RW, and means for assurance or reliability which results in RW safe for public health.WC 13524 recycling criteria and requirements limits the use of recycled water for any purpose which RWC have been established or a RWCQB determines that no requirements are necessary.SWRCB must convene and administer expert panel to advise SWRCB on public health and scientific and technical matters regarding uniform water recycling criteria of IPR through SWA and investigate feasibility of criteria for  DPR.SWRCB must submit proposed criteria to expert panelExpert Panel shall adopt findings whether proposed criteria would adequately protect public health.SWRCB shall not adopt SWA criteria unless expert panel finds that criteria protects public health.Per WC 13564, SWA criteria must consider (items A-J in WC) including NWRI advisory panel for City of SD IPR demonstration project;  monitoring results of research/studies regarding SWA; Epidemiological and risk assessment studies using SWA; applicability of advanced treatment technologies for RW; WQ, limnology, and health risk assessment associated with potable supplies; recommendation of CEC panel; state funded research; research/recommendations form EPA; and other relevant research and studies regarding IPR.SWRCB shall report to legislature on progress towards developing and adopting uniform water recycling criteria 2011 through 2016. 



Feasibility of Direct Potable Reuse – LA Chapter 
briefing & workgroup

Statewide Recycled Water Survey

Operator Certification for Potable Reuse Survey 
by July 7, 2016

Potential update of State Recycled Water Policy



If you have any questions, please contact:

Raymond Jay, President

c/o Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
700 N Alameda Street
Los Angeles, CA 90054
(213) 217-5777
rjay@mwd.h2o.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you!
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